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“grarebat adrebat ys Hus adfe il’ 

foo, wet wae & gan fee fea fen ot duet 31 afer ries AfamrAT 
mad get 31 fen yas usfeast adi at FS afus dete fara wus age U5! fefent 
te ws, Afamrm S Sas ST ye UT age Us| Uen fea SH Te Veet Guat fea 
afarrnt dt at g-dae? 3 Wat det 31 g-dee at 3? gs we &, OH few aft met 
ott, debt & at nes wheere wr, Jeet Sua saa e aan-tss SS ag for 31 
aoa 3 3a 3 ‘st @ fog’ wad net wea wet ot fee gy ose Wes Stee 
2 mua fer rfos Ay 3 aet utgt & aferam ot ust Bet det ndseuss au ot 
atari #: Ade ftw ‘aes’ wt certs fer fees fee efor uate wear 

feaSs fea at vas F wus fat Su fey She, fit S font ot dfoa Crrct 
ae far H 1 fegt § was feaahut Het wheeet at st S us os ET PU Gad 
Seine orfe fea ugat fesomi adi | fea fesse te atat aw pact 31 fer fest 
wr orang ‘fear vt ysist’ 21 ‘Heres’ Ht ot fews et ye Res fear" (HERITAGE) 
4, Fe fe ER Bue SaaS YEH Gea g-IsS" (NOSTALGIA) far J, ATE Yer Whase 
Hawu averse’, ‘afnisa waste’ o~rfe 3 uss gu few fenas aes fee feos 
21 feat & faurseat, fen ot Ue-ysts nS Unadt, usent wfosare S BSS OS 
Tet sat wet! 

¥: Ae ff “Heres” oruet uset unsa ‘fig fit frftier” wd SH od Ha fa wor 
3 fen diate ass § ut agi mfr at ont F far, “oe fea tar’ St fou der 
At” one fee fit Hers fee uge ot ores dt adti dfent fea uqa Bet ord fia 
31 fen & ysst aot o nat! fe we fos ws Si met Fee St adh at fort at fitter 
Wont wet det ofedet 3? at far Aner 3 fea ofeadt Gres we, HES aes eT 
wet ater wecfenr fem 3? 

A: Au fru ‘aaree’ ot Atenas fea ‘nfemrd fenraa? at di fed saw-feieait 
»my ut fous, fisa od fers fea waers ge 31 fea ries ares eer oul, 
Fe Weat ws wees sfowt 31 fed aaa 3 fa ru wht uRsat, WH aed TALES 
OF TRUTH "43 BED TIME STORIES-1 fRti ufserst few Hares us| feat Gu fem 
we feurfent 3 a ‘isto fas’ adt At ag Afr, are fea St ttst ae dt sub 
U6 | fer Atty gfter fee, fits rfient Hott, dew fea gas ot Un aos Ut ue Harer 
cual 

ride FS, ofetet a yt agg ase val WS FS fee ricta Efont as St 
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2a fast afegdet F foorGs usi urfas Ja fen ois & ya fase AES Ts! 
Ge-fefer wus ase Stent or fersae Sfort us wore 3 fa ws WS Ta ae 
S dion § (nits ign &) oa dee ws uw ae Us WS wad Us Hat fene Uae 
Qs fetta a, set war feu, wud #8 dt asi usg fefena Haat et fire o fer 
wa-onr a fear ot ist S fant yet wg Ongar ot after 31 mruet fefeor yus 
aa Yat ust fanres ‘mudt vigh 3H sint uigt $ feaw-ars aeai-ahra! ave Faw 
Bet fenras 1 ‘Aare’ at ot S-aat ae-rfas fegt Sui ugh wet qearct fifa 
Tear oS fea uigi-ws & Org vs St im ase 21 frist reat ws Heret ory S 
are ties fee 0 Gx Hot wan fen whos fee fer 3: 
ft ops ats 2 fa Sua fest fuss oe, frie yes as Hes Se A UNTT 
fore 3) 3a ad UH uae & suse bi suet we SOF Gor-soret FS Bae 
US! 8 unsa S a vs wa Hier 2, ofedehat § Serer 91 witht usta gafent 
eat Feb gal ofegdbnt es again unsat feu afs d Wa fee us fa “urea? 
<8 var out” fen wd wenae feo dua § usrat F fast da at free 37 at, 
Whee ay owe mse aga Wus Jer 32 F us ory fee fea Sat yust 31 get 
ie ot: Ste fru ate aes 3: 
“fet sea Sat set we 
3a nds OGt A 
ene Gs yan a aet 
Hewes ue fos afiei” 
fen facsa 2a feu, fat nud 3 Ware aan fis, Sua A: Hsu fiw ‘Aes’ Tt 
went feos 31 Gat ot nfs Acht sod-fieot F usfes 3 a H tae ate 3 fa 
~myé eRea wt dat fA mach! yRZat te & Sadat fee sani as Ge GS 
Mas Bat 31 T Mat Svat ma woai G fea = dost aster fa usa wate & 
uqe & fuss § 3a aes mS Ueto dt gue FES FS | Je Tt at mruNhat Sb 
ahat ot foents ae Hatat! 
T.H. 8S (T.) 
(Dr. C. 8. Chan) 
Language Department, 
Handsworth College, 
Soho Rd, Birmingham, 
England. 
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Het ugret 

Fg Soa Ve at w AoW 1469 etnet fea Te Sfe ot su<at (asare" WfaE) 
fay yust (rforss) fes dfeor Gat & fust fsa arg, fils F EH we ETT 
WH Ueeal Fal Og at we Hs Wot S Ue ot Gat Ss fusr 3 Oot G fils Sud que 
on wn forra-fasa 3 Ceara five set SHE Bg ATS! 

fea fea ag at dat ntat we a Su ag a 83 Wo! ag At fen agi 8 Bus 
uid 3 Ufa, “ona, 3 mua we fat aot are ager 2” ag HS Osa fear, “ura 
aA, fea we we aes & at oe fos Hee F SO 3 Sfert FT Vas aes 2 tt 
ga det 3) fea wo fe oof cher fa fat abut 2 dust + gears fewer a 
Fare 31” 

uta 3 faur, “amma, t at forest fest erat ot uaret fet 3 or feu ot freGer 
wt foot atl A 3} Bobet S dust FT Sears we eat ugret arGet 3 at Ga As 
on?” ag ws Gas fea, “ur at, fen aan mS fina ore fen Set Gus fore 
a ugar trea fafeor 3, fan oe ue fen vabut S dfent fey sre 3 we Hie 
tus 02 a5 Gust fee af 38 Hie 3 us fea feare det Fe Ua Het fretugret 
we fen vat @ dust F ha eee 3 ad us feast F See Ti ns S fans Te 
@uz fen fea wa feos Gund oa Ga Het uget, fen abut 3 der aes SS Ss 
feret cuss ads SS ot Gnas Js det 11 Gre TE TRE 3S 3s HS Mt Ter 
a md ws FS FHes ST ae HET Bet EE T FET TI” 

wa 3 faur, “3 waa, Fae Ag Ger Mt, Ga H 3G Uh fea fea Het upet 
AS sot orGets F fer oot ug weer” ag rts wet avet wa or a Sh fest 
Oat feat fed ag rt on foe Sq Wat S Ut Ha! Gai S fust 3 Cat} want fee 
Bel test gsudts wH SHE was ae fea" fea fea ge Ht S Het $ Ufenr, “feat 
mes, 8 wfe mua e at nga Us ?” HeSt wit fen agi ot Hes ufset ae fan 3 
Ufenr aot iti Gung set Sse a Afsor at Gn S far, “awa, J ut ch fegt & 
at naa vs 2” ag td Hast 3 vee FG aa S ws wheat S ge VO ot Gass 
fea rer fF3 | ag Ft wit mist S nea HE & Hest S me for fa F fews aD 
we st fea vfowret ugret vero dbat fest ual frest er fewos ot Het 
uget 31 
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Real Education 


Guru Nanak was born on 20th October 1469 A.D. at Talwand! Rai Bhoi, 
now known as Nankana Sahib, in Sheikhupura district of Pakistan. His father. 
Mehta Kalu, was employed as a village official in charge of land records and 
revenue with Ra! Bular, the ruler of that village. When Guru Nanak was seven, 
his father sent htm to Gopal Dass, the village teacher, to learn accounts and 
Devnagri—one of the scripts of that time. 

One day, Guru Nanak was sitting silently with a writing board in front of * 
him. Seeing Guru Nanak sitting in this way, the teacher said, “Nanak, why are 
you not learning your lesson ?" Guru Nanak replied, "Respected teacher, what 
is the use of learning this lesson which teaches multtplication tables only ? This 
lesson does not tell how to be free from the shackles of this world.” 

The teacher said, “I have learnt only sums and measurements and have been 
teaching ever since. If you have knowledge of the ways to get freedom from the 
bonds of this world, tell me.” Guru Nanak replied, "Respected teacher, writing 
with this pen and ink on this board Is a worldly act which entangles the mind 
in worldly deeds. Bound by the shackles of worldly deeds, the mind is drawn 
towards mortal deeds. The true education helps in breaking the attachment from 
the bonds of this world and the mind is freed from immorality. When the mind 
is pure, good feeling grows in it. That true education inspires one towards the 
praise of the creator and sustainer of this world. By singing his praises, the mind 
is filled with bliss and the fear of birth and death is removed forever." 

The teacher said, "Nanak, [ have taught you whatever I knew. I know nothing 
about this true education. I cannot teach it." Guru Nanak came home and 
narrated the whole story to his parents. Guru Nanak was only thirteen at that 
time so his father started sending him to an Islamic religious teacher, Maulivi 
Kutabudin, to learn Persian. One day Guru Nanak asked Maulivi Kutabudin, 
“What are the meanings of Persian alphabet ?" No one had asked this type of 
question from him before, so no answer came to his mind and he said, “Nanak, 
you tell me what these letters stand for?" Then Guru Nanak narrated the 
meanings of all the letters of Persian alphabet in words in praise of God. After 
hearing the meanings of the letters from Guru Nanak, Maulivi Kutabudin 
understood that if one considers the worldly education, it is the praise of God 
which can free the mind from worldly attachments. 
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v 
Ha Hae 

Og aaa de at SF wat S Te Bt fegt S St ug we ag ats AE WEE wat 
fea or fara Ufsa defense weve uAT-ws ad & AE ag Ate as fea Fag 
uge sar at ag wea 8 Gu § da fest 3 Uiferr, “lifes at, fen gaa § aS 
fea wQe o at wa 3? fen we faust uedt first 3? fen 3 we oe favs 
ueH & amt fee eur.ger 3 fava fend wGe & feat aot de?” 

fsa vefemrs 8 ae fea, “I wa, fene we ae mana HoH gerd! fee 
uGe Gifs set feu we Ut ug o aet 31 fend whe fe won 3 trdt ttatset 
fea Hus de ot oraret Tet 31 fers we F fast ast ms To|e mufeaa aff 
ue, fan wes Qu cen @ aont fee fir aot 8 Hae rus ageat @ ATU GES eT 
ada odt are, fan wes Oot é filgs, ude fee gu-flmrn oe wnt affe os 1” 

Og aaa 3 wtat ufenr, “a ade we we wrawa FoU Jer 3 st fea Fg 
raw § war adter 31 feu yas wee ot at ow a Ge Ser ufust ot ay 
30 Fae a, Yasha aaa ad nd Sasi VS ara aaer ad, fas’ WS ws 
wer uifss ory ager 31-78 af fen agt w Te fam F wCe ws vo fea efor 
Qua, Fait wé, Fa wd Ss HS fers aa Ufsa Ft, A rue uM fen Bgt oT HAG 
oath wQe oct fans at fen agi w HAG o Sear, aw det ear ws ow Tt 
Weta 2 aeGe wt nig fea Asa! Ga Her HAE HET Ut Hala S ow ToT! AEE 
@ aege his st wret & ae wear” 

Ufss vefeus 3 ag até ds Mee ot aan aafent fas, “I awa, fea HSE 
rail nin ufust erat Hg Bul aes Bai | fed st ueet dts Vat we vat 31 Ss ww fost 
ae far ata aot atst” og oma 8 FAG ot dts fils qur|et Swe w uA tge 
Bel fea Hoa Cofon: 

3g auvay wapr eye s2 orfe 
gfe wae faq wien wg & ore ufe i aan a, UsT 471 

Ufss vofeurs § fen HBa St Au 2D aet id Tale J fame fa gg Ftd feo 
aug = war ae fee adt wget Grd fer St Su for fa F om Bat 3 aye 
afore a my t et at Gat St WAG wRer te ae Ser Ht Cat UH et PoE? 
} dad nd da wae fen aM 3 aes & Bot fs|r | fen sa Fwd CaS HAG MUS 
88 fee whet oe wa $ ues far 
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Sacred Thread 


When Guru Nanak attained the age of nine, the day was fixed for him to 
wear the sacred thread prescribed by Manu, the originator of Hindu rituals and 
the caste system. After worship and recitation, Pandit Hardial started to put the 
sacred thread around Guru Nanak’s neck. Guru Nanak stopped him and asked, 
“Dear Pandit, what is the use of putting this thread around my neck ? What 
authority is attained by wearing it ? What special deeds of faith one can perform 
by wearing it in addition to those which are already performed without it ?" 

Pandit Hardial replied, "O Nanak, one gets spiritual birth by wearing it. You 
get the Hberty to go to the kitchen upon wearing it. You get the freedom to 
participate in the religious rituals of the world. Brahmins and Kshatris are impure 
‘without wearing it and cannot take part in religtous rituals and ceremonies. They 
do not have the right to perform the Saradh—feast of serving food every year 
to Brahmins so that it may reach the dead ancestors. Without this their 
ancestors face the pangs of hunger and thirst in the next world.” 

Guru Nanak further asked, "If one gets spiritual birth by wearing it, the 
thread should be put around the soul. What is the use of wearing it if the wearer 
continues to tell lies, back-bite and do other lowly deeds after wearing it like 
the Brahmin administering it. The sacred thread should be such that its wearing 
may make the wearer compassionate, contented, celibate and truthful in his 
dealings. Dear Pandit, if you have a thread of this type, I am ready to wear it. 
This type of thread will not be broken, nor soiled or burnt when the body is 
cremated. That True Thread will always remain with the soul even when the body 
is burnt.” 

Pandit Hardial,in a bid to make Guru Nanak understand, said further, "O 
Nanak, we are not starting this sacred thread ritual for the first time today. This 
ritual has been performed for a long time. Nobody has refused it before you.” 
In order to expose Bralimins' greed to eat and get offerings behind the facade 
of this ritual, Guru Nanak recited : 


A thread of cotton Is spun and the Brahmin twists it, a goat is slaughtered 
and eaten and everyone is asked to wear the thread. 
(Raag Asa, p. 471) 
Pandit Hardial came to understand this hymn and was convinced that Guru 
Nanak would not wear that cotton thread around his neck. He also saw that if 
the common people grasped the meanings of what Guru Nanak had said, they 
would stop wearing the thread. He would be deprived of the goat and other 
offerings for performing this ritual from them also. On account of this fear he 
put the thread in his bag and returned home. 
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za 2 
ee fifi 

Og waa Se at 3 Hast wit uger Sve fife’, wut Hat St ars ast ds aa 
fest) ae set wa at As or free ot ws fea ut ue aes | mus mu fee ot HAS 
afde | us fea tet Ger at GH avs fen agi chat aat-wat ave fas ore ws 
3 Go ufast wat fies de ag at & fen agi & yee Se & Cat Bsr fue ays 
Jos Fei ag at wrus we ute Ys St at fers ow fee! 

Og At et fen sgt A Tes bu a Sats afseryg az fer, “ufos avg § UST 
oe tr agar fimre 31 OR 2 ta fee Gu use wt Set feorn act are, re 
fa Gre fea fea usa 31” Sat wit fen sgt He a Hfsat arg 3 fea fea fils e 
2e afsen § ag Ht 2 feorn wet He fom) Qe cfeen 3 ag at ot ut os a oee 
Reet wg atest! ag at 3 mruet ata Ge wit gar wet ns fou, “Se Ht, HT Het 
wa fa eat Ht?” Se 3 Gage fea, “HY Sct ata ea & Sct oun Que ot afm ae 
foo Ht aaa Gu a do dar Sse" Ht fan wes SH Fe ot Saret, J ay sel wer 
ma we fes finn offer 1 da Sz a veret Set At fan oe So Ga Ps T eT 
Ati 3g wet fra He Soret Ht” 

ag rtd Se § four, “Se Ht, dar N8 Hate § ot fam St oat wae Swe 31 few 
Sa St He He fee 4, Aa nies 31 firret Se ot Qu 3 fos ufssi Sar Ut ota ue] 
aa oe fea Qn sgt ot cet SS fan oe Hote 2 WS Ga BST TE! BH HD fee 
ga a ent 3 we pater Ser Se ott SS ge wei, Ae Ga ys ws TF 
ufast 3 orué tate feo ae” 

ez fea re a ays waaten fa Gad set Fa At @rd Ufemr, “arse, AG acer 
da 377 st fasas Segra ut Aeet Eh Ag faus Fa 3?” ag Soa S Sas fear, 
“Se tt, gH S Aoe-nes w aga Sat sa Sar Then Ji fea Heras gost 
werent oe us Je Sar oul! fen da § ys aes Ut eet St Gu Ge tt 2 Hae" 
3 fam $ fea 3a aw 321 Qa Se frost a AST AS or HeET TS! Ht Qu Qe at” 

de een ot Ades dat a ot feorn aaa’ Wee" Ht! Gag Hs B Gat ES TES 
= famra aot Ht, us ng ag aaa 8 he ot my O at Ons wfor org WT 
fea ofa & gat wet, “ag aaa $ Fet wdtea Sa at fea St uaa @ fine few 
ast Sfeor 31 fast at, gH Use oT feas woot Ss 3S) feng fat Ge ot everett 
at Ba adil” 
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Advice to Physician 


After giving up learning from Maulvi Kutubudin, Guru Nanak started 
meeting saints and hermits. When no saint or hermit was available, he used to 
stay at home immersed in his own thoughts. If anybody came to the house, he 
talked as if he had met the person for the first time. Observing Guru Nanak’s 
strange behaviour, his parents used to wonder. Guru Nanak also paid no 
attention to the timing of his meals. 

Seeing the state of Guru Nanak, people began to talk thus, "Money is dearer 
to Mehta Kalu than his son. For the love of money he is not giving any treatment 
to his son although he is the only son.” Hearing the people talk like this, Mehta 
Kalu one day called Haridas, the village physician, to treat Guru Nanak. 
Physician Haridas took Guru Nanak’s arm to feel the pulse. Guru Nanak pulled 
away his arm from the physician's hand and said, “Dear physician why did you 
hold my arm ?" The physician replied. "I caught hold of your arm in order to feel 
your pulse. By reading your pulse, I was to diagnose your disease due to which 
you do not feel hunger and eat nothing and keep lying down all day. I was to 
give you medicine after the diagnosis which would have cured you and you would 
have felt hunger at the proper time.” 

. Guru Nanak said to the physician, “Dear physician, my body whose pulse 
you are trying to feel is not sick. This illness is in my mind, deep inside myself. 
A physician who first recognises the malady correctly and then prescribes the 
medicine which frees the body from all ailments is a wise physician. Both the 
body and the mind may attain peace. I shall deem yourself to be an accomplished 
physician if you treat your own malady before relieving me of my illness." 

The physician, on hearing that he himself was ill, was much upset. He asked, 
"Nanak, which illness do I have ? I am quite hale and hearty. Tell me quickly 
which illness do | suffer from ?" Guru Nanak replied, "You are sick with serious 
illness of birth and death. This cycle of birth and death cannot be cured by your 
medicines. Only the physician who does not himself suffer from this disease can 
give medicine to cure it. That physictan, who is neither born nor dies. You are 
not that physician." 

Physician Haridas knew only the cures of the diseases of the body. He did 
not know the medicine to rid oneself of the maladies of the mind, but he came 
to understand what Guru Nanak had said. He took leave of Mehta Kalu telling 
him, "Nanak has no physical ailment. He is immersed in the love of God. Dear 
Mehta Kalu, please stop worrying about your son. He does not need any medicine 
from a physician.” 
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“J ~ 
Hd Het 

Og soa Se Fe ovat Spat Te st Cat S fustufus avy 3 Aifemr fa use 
 iteradt 8 au-we fee wher we, fan fea dF St Sat wy wher aaadt ma Usd 
SHS, Wat 8 we BE-Ve cnt dst-wat ag a wa feo wa sar | fea He, sar 
ga fea Su & Qgt 3 wet wd § ae for) get wS $ Sto NNSA far, “SH 
Se WE! det He Her ute a B ore, fan $ ee we rut § avet das Te fen 
ag a get Sa arr et ater ot garg tat F Sa DAS a Ta He utes sata” 

Og at ws set wor sudat SF yuaaS Se § us Her gas Bet vs uel fils 
F det oH wot vite ot ae As fa Cat 3 Hare fea fea wat ot eat dot Ht ag 
FS wet wh § farar, “fuse at 3 met  aet Her er was Bet fear 31 feat Sat 
F8 wot § dua nS suo Se aS Ie fos Ho Hee T Hae 31 Ft fea Het at 
@s nae! fen agi 2 #8 Fe aes wT or we-aeret Ue rer 3)” ag At Ss ret 
ws wit wa OHS 2 wat S neg vtal aufent far, “Ht mmuet er fee fea sz 
ae feo uti” 

wat S mg 3 faa, “der, fea DA we fart au sot met eAst few aot ARI 
wat Fars fee ot afte at 1 A BHT feqt tet er Hs fama age Ve St oT AStorS 
we owt” ag Ht nd aet wer 38 @ fils few ae) Cat Dima & sHo fama 
age a 3 mre! Ga sno Ogi we wat § east fea frosd UA aw ae Gai S aus 
Ba Sa wat $ 2 fFS1 Wat 3 rg wit afer 8 a, wat ds, SS sess § UA 
Ya re | 

Qa a2 we fils gadat 2 33 Ua ot ag aS ant we § fa, “out wher, 
Z fecter ct fils § afemr at fen wo Gus dora” wet ws 3 fis aS Wet 
aval fsa ang § dh fest fea at dk fea fa ag wt fed 88 Has ufusr re 
2 Ug te fer agi rat § WR eee Cus aus ait orfenr | Gat 3 wd aH Ss 
a ret wd § oe foo wd yo Se ya ue! yo Gus Un a Cat ag Ft g cae 
2 wa vist fear fesint set wer Gn 88 SF afe foo A, “Oifest Ht, SAT Ae 
Bas Stam & fara wt far Tet Her Her wa 2 meer get TS HS a or HS, ay 
HS Ae Fer dt ots 31” nfsst wg wet us fedor aaa at He Fer Ht, fafa 
fer gabut fee ust ot aerat 3, vat mast eer 3, vat ut adte, thrae, dat 
ma erat 31 us are Gn 3 fan St Sa aes fedor ata Je) Gn us ot feos fae 
Wer Fer aes VS aat VS! 
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A True Merchandise 


When Guru Nanak attained the age of eighteen, his father Mehta Kalu 
thought of engaging him in trade, thinking that it would be a good profitable 
profession and secondly his son would be happy all day talking to his clients 
about his business. Thinking this way and choosing an auspicious day, he called 
Bhai Bala to be Guru Nanak's companion. He gave twenty rupees to Bhai Bala 
and said, “Go with Nanak. Buy and bring some genuine goods by selling of which 
we may save a lot. In this way if you make a profitable transaction, next time 
I will send you with more money to buy goods.” 

Guru Nanak and Bhai Bala started from Talwandi towards Chuharkana to 
purchase some merchandise. They had hardly gone ten or twelve miles from the 
village when they saw a group of hermits sitting in the jungle. Guru Nanak said 
to Bhai Bala, "Father has asked us to carry out some profitable transaction. No 
bargain can be more trully profitable than to feed and clothe these naked and 
hungry hermits. I cannot leave this true bargain. It is seldom that we get an 
opportunity to carry out some profitable transaction like this." Guru Nanak took 
all the money from Bhai Bala, placed it before the head of the hermits and said, 
"T offer this in your service.” 

The head of the hermits said, "Son, this money is of no use to us. We do 
not go to places where people live. We stay in the jungle. If you get meals prepared 
with this money, we will accept it." Guru Nanak and Bhai Bala went to the village 
nearby. They got meals prepared with that money and brought them to the 
hermits and distributed among them. They also brought clothes for the naked 
hermits with the money that was left. Taking leave of the head of the hermits, 
they started back empty-handed. 

When both reached near Talwandi, Guru Nanak said to Bhai Bala, "You go 
to the village alone, [ shall sit at this well." Bhai Bala went to the village and 
narrated the whole story to Mehta Kalu. He told him where Guru Nanak was 
sitting. Mehta Kalu was very angry that they had wasted money on hermits in 
this way. Putting aside all work he took Bhai Bala along and started towards 
the well. Reaching the well, he caught hold of Guru Nanak and slapped him three 
or four times. Bhai Bala was telling Mehta Kalu at that time too, "You told us 
when we started out to make a good bargain. You may or may not agree, Nanak 
has made a true bargain.” 

For Mehta Kalu, amassing of wealth was the only true bargain because in 
this world it is money which is the mark of nobility, it is the wealthy who is wise, 
only the rich are considered gentle, honest, pious and lovers of mankind. The 
means by which the money has been earned are of no consideration. Only those 
who make true transaction think about the ways and means. 
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Hesteug et Het war 


Og soa Se at SHS He oet fos OH, wut Gus noe Be firs Cot @ fue 
3 &e foo wit fa ag at Hevea Sal as Hae! Gat 3 wus Tan, Te wos UT 
ag rt oet an we HoT Bet! Crd far, “ufos Ft, nue Use $ gH He SUE 
@net se wodt wn 3x Sa! HeaTsus feu se Foal & ust, A OU, sev ST 
we tt wets ot tere aaa & eats 31 wet A OM fen § sera Sas ws UH 
fort Sait Sadt Gus seer Sear” 

fort arg 3 oud wan ot nes Gis, ag at wesHus Be aeat we aH 
fears wet tom 3 Og at Ot We-usTe wrud were ws geet | TaN § AS uTT 
Sar fa ag vit fora fase nS wort ug Je HS ot Gn 3 ag At S HET E 
Wet wd fees Wet ot Sact Gus au for Het war fea as Se" Hs oF Hee FT, 
fan fea Tan ot ais fee dat aaa SS fara, 2an en, ais fea de atst ene 
wo ay for Het wd fea my aseGs na et Gx feciot Tet fron @ Bae Sad 
3 ane wt faust wag 32 On § Su a OF Heat wars fea HP STG Ht! 
fen wet iret St ch avet felterct & Ht Het § Ia wets et feat | aw for free 
bia) 

Og at 3 HA & an Aes] fils wet need H mus we gE fos Gat Sat 
Bog ta & SH Be far Ht fa Hed Gs a Set act fea fenws aaa, HS Wee 
ot Graz aust nS fea Het wd or pret) ag at wt fos Stet Be we Cn 
$ ule ot at Sa tt Se & fee) from fara dst wat w can de oet fro BT 
orQer, Qu wit Ju de ut aet afaa o ade! det Sade ate At sata mrGer 
at Gret 3a uct aa fee fen agi & fers aad Te SF ua Wed fore aan fie’, 
ag WS ay o ay ae ot Aer! Ue Get et ws Ge Se AT a EU eT 
Re 3 20 aera Sas ws, Og at S chroedt we ay aes Gus wm Ah fan UH 
ae fat 3 wr a Het ot fates oot att Ht, fae fa ufos eto 3 ule Su dae 
ot ms Ta da Sat St Tet At 

ag rt § ne fan & fern, “awa, oof 39 Het wd fee meter Spat Fabat 
god Bue vi, fea St iret wd J ure fa aot er?” rita ag at Fas fee, “AS 
fea fet ot a Gx wea 3 feat 3 fan & fea ate ter ats ual i fea Qrer ar 
muy & far Get ot, fea wrer fare’ t Heet 1” 
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General Store at Sultanpur 


After Guru Nanak had spent the money given for the ‘true bargain’ on the 
hermits, his father realised that Guru Nanak could not do business. He took 
advice from his ruler, Rai Bular, about work for Guru Nanak. He said, “Dear 
Mehta, send your son to his sister Nanaki at Sultanpur Lodhi. Her husband, 
Jai Ram is the minister looking after the estate of Nawab Daulat Khan at 
Sultanpur. Bhai Jai Ram will get him appointed to a good post in the service 
of Nawab Daulat Khan. 

Acting upon the advice of his ruler, Mehta Kalu sent Guru Nanak to 
Sultanpur to his sister. Bhai Jai Ram introduced Guru Nanak to his Nawab. 
When the Nawab came to know that Guru Nanak had learnt accounts and 
Persian, he appointed him as store-keeper in his general store which was known 
as Modi Khana. Modi Khana was a very big store for rations in which the farmers 
tilling the land of the Nawab deposited a part of the produce as tax. The store- 
keeper used to send that accumulated grain to the kitchen of the army. It was 
also the duty of the store-keeper to sell the surplus and deposit the money in 
the government treasury. As such the work of the store-keeper was of great 
responsibility. The store-keeper used to get a part of the income from his sales 
every month. 

After taking over the work at the Modi Khana, Guru Nanak called Bhai 
Mardana to him. It became their daily routine to rise early in the morning, bathe 
in the Vetyeen river, sing the praises of the true Lord and then come to Modi 
Khana. Whoever came to buy from Guru Nanak, he would weigh in excess rather 
than short. He did not try to get more from the farmers who brought their produce. 
If a needy person or a holy man came to the store, Guru Nanak looked after 
their needs. Even after dealing in this way, Guru Nanak saved something every 
month when accounting was done. Everyone who came to Modi Khana returned 
happy. Above all Nawab Daulat Khan was pleased with Guru Nanak for working 
honestly. Nobody complained to him about Guru Ji as was the case with the 
previous store-keepers whose complaints of under and over weighing and frauds 
were often received. 

When someone came and asked Guru Nanak, “Nanak, we see you filling the 
bags of the poor with your own hands from Modi Khana, yet how is it that there 
is no loss to it ?” Guru Nanak would reply thus, “The Lord has given me the job 
of store-keeper who has created these poor people. | accomplish this work treating 
it as His own then how can there be a loss ?" 
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Wet HeTaT 


met wees, ag aaa | Ga Aral Ht fARS Gat et wa ud Favat we fea! 
wet Hoes wet urahat et weet, ansst ot aert, vorst few waedt | 3s, 
Gara md Sted feu du-finrn at ua & iy, ag w WE de feu Mas ot ES HS 
ag 3 Gu fed un fears—amn, U, Sa, to 1S dors de & Ut Den, ASU, Wag, 
efenr md cen On fea ga fos Ha Ons fea Fa nd whet ow ae Je ST eS 
um fest Ht! 

oet neers ag at ans Gua fea F we ear At) Gren fusr, vite ered flz 
Br not Ht Gat feat feu aet feotlse Sue wt AUS oof At HoH feT dH age 
Wa fls 2 Sat 2 wad Cat @ fanserst 3 wt a fee ws Cat FT Hea eA BB 
miQe AS | HoH ot aH ast Sat feltest oT Ter At Cato As ay wet we TuST 
ter Ft ot ot mers Gua na $ wate ger Ati Ga vs fea S ws ate Hae Hs WS 
ve fea & we or wr ut Rae Hal Ht S yruet feas was Goi Ut Vat He aeat 
det at) Ga wre ors afte na, fen set and vt sastet noear Got vt mes 
we vat det wt ond fee feds Je was wus mu afore set, rer ws 
erGer Gat u fea wae At Gat & arese Fa de as TF So Te feat 

set noes fee aru woes chit wdbyt Sferrebot Je F feos, gaa 
warGe & WH Ge Ht, fan os GH S Oe tt ot ost wet Cat var fee aries att 
Og wd Wet wd & awe Ss Se HS, wet uses B Gre Te Su a wus Hest 
wo wet ve foo Gat 3 mru|er Hae gat seat HoT sa UTE Bet HET HUE 
Zo oud Ys tes Use ag ats! ons feu feta wa 0 ot Ga at TSS FT ae 
Wea Hed Gat Go a fens atan | wet Heed 3 ae Set eS TG ATS UMTS 
& Gnas feu wee Gora ata: 

nee o aa te file, wet noe ag At et fem S a, 3S 8 fils fT este 
Bet as Be farm fis S Bat 3 we Shut saga 3 ors urge ws aud HS fFS 
fae fa Ga omy wat S fees Hai Tet HESS 3 aufsont Vt aloat ust ws ag at 
we 8 orfenr | ag at 3 wet Hees UA Luft Ot dre Su 3 for, “eet Hear, 
feu dus ante $ de 31 Sa F feat wa md ut Chit ergt fedotnt aes are 
Ger Sat we wer 31 Sat, was fea oH a ae S eso & ger ad Ag Hae!” 
ag at & yan va a, wet Heed 3 aufant 3 oe frase we eebyt eH 
ary AS, Ga = ardtet $ Se festa 
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Companion Mardana 


Bhai Mardana was the companion who remained with Guru Nanak for full 
forty-seven years. The bitter cold of the hills, the heat of the deserts, fear of wild 
animals in the jungles, hunger and thirst in the lifeless wilderness or the love 
of home did not deter him from keeping company with Guru Nanak. The true 
Guide freed him from the five vices namely lust, anger, greed, attachment and 
pride and instilled in him five virtues—truth, contentment, patience, compassion 
and faith. He was given the honour to be a saint and a brother to all. 

Bhai Mardana was nine years older than Guru Nanak. His father was a 
Mirasi Muslim by caste who did odd jobs in the village of Mir Badra. There was 
no postal system of sending letters in those days. Mirasis used to perform this 
duty. They took the messages of the village people to their relatives and brought 
back their replies for them. The work of a Mirasi was of great importance. They 
had to commit everything to memory. Everybody believed what they said. They 
could stay in everybody's house and take meals from all. Those who used their 
services, had to look after them well for the sake of their honour. They were on 
the move for most of the time and it had become their habit to bear the hardships 
of the way. As they moved alone, they made it a hobby to sing and play 
instruments to amuse themselves. Being of high character was a great virtue in 
them. 

Besides having all the virtues of the clan, Bhai Mardana had a special asset 
in his ability to play the Rabab—a musical instrument on which he sang the 
hymns composed by Guru Nanak in nineteen different melodies. After leaving 
his work as a store-keeper, Guru Nanak, realising his virtues, chose Bhai 
Mardana as his companion for his long journeys. In order to convey his message 
to the populace’who were going astray in the dark, they started on foot from 
Sultanpur to Lahore. On their way, both of them slept wherever they were at 
nightfall. At dawn both woke up and bathed. Bhai Mardana played his musical 
instrument and Guru Nanak recited a hymn in praise of God. 

After the completion of the recital, with the permission of Guru Nanak, Bhai 
Mardana went to the village nearby to fetch something to eat and drink. The 
village folk gave some clothes to wear along with the food just as they used to 
give these things to other fakirs. Bhai Mardana tied the clothes in a bundle and 
brought it to Guru Nanak. Guru Nanak saw the bundle of clothes with Bhai 
Mardana and said, "Bhai Mardana, distribute these clothes among the poor. By 
amassing things offered as charity,one becomes greedy. A greedy man entangled 
by this urge can never do any good to mankind." Acting upon the command of 
Guru Nanak, Bhai Mardana distributed among the poor all clothes and eatables 
which were surplus to their requirements. 
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Hot oa 

yessus fee ag at § Het wd ot Sact fee file’, wee sure & uewdt ye 
Se 8, rut Uset shit geuet a, ag at oe wet ae fests atet qevet wu S 
ws FeTSus st afse Sat! Sat S S vast, faette ws moiten } Aen fea! 

fea fea ag Ht 2et set fea fenas aaa set ae me ws ot at faad! fea 
wear 1497 et. et o,ae ag Ht Ut Ore 27 Wet ot At set Hees Gata Esta 
@, da Sua § uss oefenr eS seve | ag At S set fees wos ot foawe St we 
fest sera 3 ous rent ag Ht et rs wet oH ue CGt § ag Ht set fea A 
woe mH un food a fs 1 Hos S WS Sat § mrus few ws ehraeg et S 
wus de et ays enn Sfer | fer west S Sth fea far 3 ag at § aaferas 
fea 8S Shem 

Og at & aufonas fea 4 de vt wa Sere Sag ws WH ST Ue oet | Ga A 
Rfog & Sat aat, sea WH ot ust At seve 3 Ong oe for ws ag A UH 
wafaras fee un far Ggt orué dat ag at § afte gfenr, “Sa ao Set fig 
Oe ot yRONS!” Gat F ays Torat Tet Oat faa, “I waa, 7 3S fig ws 
wrest fea det sea adt Sater, we fea wer 3 de ald ware us, Fae fms 
3 fa wer 3 wows fea fegt & Sat wd aon usu & SHS Ted gig WS avs HET 
2 wa uAts feu, yer Ut Sat ora uge set da” 

Og Ht seu @ afse Gus Oa ws units ries US TE ag TS fast ws Get 
One uge Sail Sua @ SH de Gifs oes 4 Og at wt fem, “gH ara fre 
aot ust ? gat du ae & faG ud aa, AS oot ara ug ad At?” ag ATS Ose fer, 
“nara ait, Ht ona fee fan & Ara feet? amu er ne ot due fee Wa wetes fare 
Sfeor At aS Hote FS wt” Seva 3 far, “awa, A ie Hs ora fee one at 
Ht ot gat aret & Ara Ser Ht” ag at 3 fa, “see whos, oat oT Ha we fee 
ae wet tat ot Sua aa few whi” fea ye & ant & far, “sera Wha, waa 
He afder 31 iat Urst ofa Hee get Ht ara aes age AB Hw fea wren fa fen 
agi or de fa wea Zé fea fea ue 13 fous ow Aa)” 

Te aaa 3 fas, “aet whoa, yer 3 ea Gus Gu ara usta Set 3 frost Hs 
3s fears aa & atst we | Hs ot fearsras F feat ust ora wus ory aes Ter 
Ooms efamt wet fewer 91” 
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True Prayer 


After Guru Nanak got employed as store-keeper at Sultanpur, Mool Chand, 
a land official at Pakkhoke Randhawa, married his daughter, Bibi Sulakhani 
to him. Bibt Sulakhani started living with him at Sultanpur. She gave birth to 
two sons namely Sri Chand and Lakhmi Dass. 

One day when Guru Nanak went to the river Velyeen to take his bath as 
usual, he did not come out. This happened in 1497 A.D. when Guru Nanak was 
twenty-seven. After waiting for a long time, Bhai Mardana returned home and 
informed Nawab Daulat Khan about Guru Nanak's disappearance in the river. 
The Nawab sent his men to search for him but they could not find him either 
in the river or outside nearby. The people of the city were much grieved at the 
disappearance of their wise and honest store-keeper. On the third day after this 
happening, somebody saw Guru Nanak sitting in the graveyard. 

The news of Guru Nanak sitting in the graveyard also reached Nawab Daulat 
Khan. The head qazi (Islamic Magistrate) was also standing with him at that time. 
The Nawab took him along and reached the graveyard where Guru Nanak was 
sitting. They heard with their own ears, Guru Nanak saying, "Here nobody is 
either a Hindu or a Muslim." They were struck with wonder. They said, "O Nanak, 
if you don't feel any difference between Hindus and Muslims and you think all 
are created by one God, if you believe that in the court of God, decisions will 
be made according to the good and bad deeds of each individual, then come with 
us to the mosque to perform prayer bestowed by God.” 

At the bidding of the Nawab, Guru Nanak went with them inside the mosque. 
All the devotees except Guru Nanak began to perform the prayer. After the 
completion of the prayer, the Nawab asked Guru Nanak, "Why did you not say 
the prayer ? Why did you keep standing silently when we were performing the 
prayer 2" Guru Nanak replied, “Dear Nawab, whom would have I joined in the 
prayer ? Your mind was in Kandhar purchasing horses while your body was here." 
The Nawab said, "Nanak, if my mind was not present in the prayer, you should 
have joined the qazi.” Guru Nanak said, “Dear Nawab, the qazi's mind was looking 
after the newly born colt at home." Hearing this the qaz! said, "Dear Nawab, Nanak 
is telling the truth. My mare had given birth to a calf this morning. While 
performing the prayer, | was worrying that my colt might fall into the ditch and 
might not be able to get out of the ditch on its own." 

Guru Nanak said, “Dear qazi, only the prayer which is performed with the 
mind and body fully concentrated, is accepted at the door of the Lord. Prayers 
performed without full concentration of mind are self-deception and hypocrisy.” 
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foeat san 
Og Ft Ss Tet Hees, HeTSuS F VS a, ns & fist ot Hae | He ST 
we oda Ua! ade ufos F wus Ga fea ws Gus wa dee set aa! Ae Ae 
wa 2 oS Bare Peas fea wadhot mS atebat wt ar gg o ferx| Cat waeat 
2 oS fea ag At S dat yreorat & ae uge Shot operat Ueto! fer wrest 
Sat acibat chyt As favs Aes Chat qeeat Gus edt Gee wa! fen agi avat 
ot eH Bat we Gar deGe nal abet § ae u_ a Wasa! Sho geese 
Qua gat den 2 OA fires Ho! ag rte fea age yet 2 ot Gus Je Ua we sat 
nigt fer agi ot wen uqs Gua we ye adt 3 Heer! fer ect wee SS oat 
facet we Ya Ha! UsH S at Gus fen agt 2 yeu aes SS foreetat § de Ga 
Fae wt) ag At 3 wat Sat fea Jer wfant She set wee w artes yg ata: 
wrds Hig Wy Ady Ae uag ll —KBg wat F wile, Vs 1412 
ag rte wae He & orA-wa S Sat feds T ae HES. w Sa de His vat 
Se S oreanioat 3 ag at F vat Se 2B us Use a dost ast ag Ft asst Hs 
Oat oe BS ae! ag Ht S eat de 2 us fee ust Fea Bu a Ufo, “gal dz, 
nin dd wa fea fan ots ut wat 32” vat de 3 Osa fes, “sara Ft, Hus WS 
St agi nin mrué fusr et nea ag far ati fea # gran]? § fusr @ afiis saa wr 
for at md wa far ot qrONet 3 wmrfenr Her fea Sas He fust sa ude Wear 
fan ave Ga fea we set gu YS fous 3 wed” 
ag Ht Gng fea yet 2 & far, “eat Se, feo get ay 31 et Se UT ER ATS 
fea 8 seta!” vat Se & faa, “sas Fi, fea st OAT Re we Hs ade TI fed 
Bet Ht fae es nos fee ae 8 2 wr nae Ui?” ag at far, “fea st aa ie 
oi OS ot fae feo gon] ute us wr a 38 fus 3 pA AOS fea dre USI fea 
fea uta ud wr a fer wer We Qa § fee ade us!” ag ate Sse He & Eat 
Se § Won|st S nus Ue wet 2S TE ist St ms OD aet | eat Se 3 Ufemr, “sas 
#f, fea ete, ua od as-1S A OHS Bel ude Hae St feu ae fas wh Hae Ta 7” 
Oe tS Ose fer, “Ja v8 4 ore, ea Sade ate os Sa a SAE BS, 
fitt gt aos fea we vat Aret 31 feng 8 & we fea fat fess Ut Ba ait! 
Ten Tt ant, uae aes oS At ae uqs as Ja Ut ad weet mS a at 
yA ava fee we wet 31 
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Illusion of Rituals 


Starting from Sultanpur, Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana reached Lahore, 
on the way showing the true path to the people of the villages. They stopped at 
a well outside Lahore to spend the night there. Early in the morning, bleating 
of goats and cows started in the slaughter house near that well. Through the 
din and noise of those animals, Guru Nanak heard the voices of Muslims reciting 
holy verses. Those voices were of those qazis (Islamic Magistrates) who were 
cutting the throats of the animals. By reciting the holy words, the qazis were 
making the meat of those animals rightful for the consumption of the public. 

The qazis were paid for cutting the throats of animals after reciting the holy 
words. Guru Nanak did not like those murders being committed in the name 
of God. God cannot be pleased by recitation of verses in this way. Those qazis 
weilding the knives had become pitiless persons. Who could stop those pitiless 
persons committing cruelty in the name of religion ? In order to show this injustice 
to the other people, Guru Nanak recited the hymn: “In their ignorance, Islamic 
Magistrates of Lahore city were taking poison by committing tyranny on the 
animals in the name of God, before the sunrise.” 

Hearing Guru Nanak's hymn, people gathered around him. At the end of 
the recital, Duni Chand's men requested Guru Nanak to accompany them to his 
house. Acceding to their request, Guru Nanak went along with them. 

Seeing much hustle and bustle in his house, Guru Nanak asked Duni Chand, 
"What is the special reason of this happiness in your house?" Duni Chand 
replied, "Man of God, 1 am performing a feast in the name of my father as I do 
every year. I am serving meals and giving money in charity to one hundred 
Brahmins. This meal served by me to these Brahmins,will reach my father which 
will satisfy his hunger for a whole year." 

Guru Nanak gave Duni Chand a needle and said, "Duni Chand, keep this 
needle. | will take it back from you in the next world." Duni Chand said, "Holy 
man, you are joking. How can I take this needle with me to the next world ?” 

Guru Nanak said, "This is very easy. It is possible in the same way as these 
Brahmins send the food to your father in the next world by eating themselves 
in one day.” Hearing the reply of Guru Nanak, Duni Chand came to understand 
the delusion created by the Brahmins to fill their own stomachs. 

Duni Chand inquired, “If these Brahmins cannot convey the food and riches 
how can these be taken along ?” Guru Nanak replied, "Money earned in a fair 
way, when shared with the needy and poor, goes directly with you to the next 
world. You do not require an intermediary to carry it along. Money earned by 
unfair means does not become right by worship, recitation and uttering the name 
of God." 
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Honest Living 


After explaining some merits of truthful living at Lahore, Guru Nanak came 
to Talwandi to see his parents. Taking permission from them, he took Bhai 
Mardana with him and embarked on a long journey to the Hindu sacred places 
of pilgrimage. From Talwandi they reached Bhai Lalo's workshop at Satdpur 
which is now known as Aimanabad in Pakistan. Bhai Lalo was a carpenter of 
Ghataora caste who earned his living by honest labour. When Bhai Lalo saw two 
saints coming towards him, he put aside the work in hand and laid a bed for 
them. It was time for lunch so he went to prepare the meal. 

Alter preparing the meal, Bhal Lalo requested Guru Nanak to come to the 
kitchen and eat his meal there. Guru Nanak said, "Bhai Lalo, every place ts clean 
and pure for us. Please bring the meal here." Bhai Lalo obeyed the command 
of Guru Nanak and brought the meals to them. At the bidding of Guru Nanak, 
Bhai Mardana divided the meal into three parts and all ate it sitting together. 
After eating the meal, Bhai Mardana asked Guru Nanak, “This meal tasted like 
nectar. What had been put in it ?” Guru Nanak replied, “Bhai Mardana, this was 
the taste of truthful earning which you tasted. This taste is above the taste of 
worldly delicacies." 

On the third day, when Guru Nanak started to leave, Bhai Lalo requested 
Guru Nanak to stay on for a month. One day Malik Bhago, a high government 
official of the city, gave a general feast. He invited Guru Nanak to the feast. Guru 
Nanak declined the invitation saying, “We are fakirs. What have we to do with 
your feast ?” On receiving the second request from Malik Bhago, Guru Nanak 
took Bhai Lalo with him and went to Malik Bhago’s residence. Malik Bhago said 
to Guru Nanak in great anger, "You are dishonouring Kshatris by eating dry 
chapaties in the house of a low caste carpenter. | invited you to this feast which 
offers delicious food. Why are you refusing to eat this ?" 

In order to make Malik Bhago understand, Guru Nanak took Bhai Lalo's 
dry chapat! tn his right hand and Malik Bhago's fried sweet cake in his left hand. 
When he pressed the right hand fist pointing it towards the poor, people saw 
that drops of milk of honest labour were dripping from it. When Guru Nanak 
pressed the fried sweet cake held in his left hand and pointed it towards the 
rich, the onlookers saw blood trickling from it. 

Guru Nanak said, “Look Malik Bhago, wealth accumulated by cruelty 
towards the poor is like sucking their blood. Money collected retained the blood 
of the poor. You had Invited me to partake of blood, leaving food pure as milk. 
How could I accept it ?" Hearing this Malik Bhago fell silent. 
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A Happening at Haridwar 


Guru Nanak reached Haridwar where Hindus say their last farewell to the 
ashes of their dead in the river Ganges. They have a belief that the one whose 
ashes are put in the river Ganges,remains eternally in heaven. Guru Nanak saw 
thousands of men and women bathing in the river. He also took off his clothes, 
handed them to Bhai Mardana and descended into the river to bathe. 

Those who were bathing in the river were throwing water with their hands 
towards the East. Guru Nanak started throwing water towards the West. Those 
who were throwing water towards the East, were wonderstruck at seeing Guru 
Nanak throwing water towards the West. One of them took courage and asked 
Guru Nanak, “Brother, are you a Hindu or a Muslim ? Don't you know even this 
that water is thrown towards the East ?" Guru Nanak stopped throwing water 
and asked the questioner, "Brother, why is this water thrown towards the East ?" 
He replied, “Don't you know even this that our ancestors live in the abode of 
gods ? They died due to the lack of water. We give them water.” 

Guru Nanak again asked that person, "How far from Haridwar do your 
ancestors live ?" He replied, "They live even beyond the Sun, millions of miles 
away." Guru Nanak said, "Does this water thrown by you reach them ?" He 
replied, "Brahmins tell us that the water thrown by us does reach them. Their 
thirst is quenched by our water. If we do not throw water they are tormented 
by thirst.” 

Hearing this reply from him, Guru Nanak started throwing water towards 
the West vigorously. That man again asked Guru Nanak, "Why do you throw water 
towards the West when the ancestors live towards the East." Guru Nanak replied, 
“My ancestors are not dying of thirst but my fields in Punjab are drying due to 
lack of rain. | am watering them." 

That man said, “How can this water thrown by you reach Punjab ?" Guru 
Nanak replied, “If water thrown by you can reach your ancestors millions of miles 
away, why can this water which J] am throwing not reach a place two hundred 
miles away ?" Some of the listeners came to understand, what Guru Nanak said. 
They realised that the water which they were throwing,returned to the river. Some 
stopped throwing water but those who have not understood, continue throwing 
it towards the East to this day. 

Those who throw water towards the East,have forgotten that originally they 
were asked to offer water to the rising Sun and not towards the East. People 
who have to give water to the rising Sun, must get out of bed before sunrise. 
Anyone who wakes up before dawn,cannot be lazy. People who are active, are 
less likely to fall ill. Poverty is less likely to afflict them. They are free from want 
and hunger. Their houses are free from quarrels. The custom of giving water was 
started to shake off laziness but the greed of Brahmins tured it into hypocrisy. 
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Truth, the Universal Cure 


On his journey to Assam, one day Guru Nanak reached a village of Dhaka. 
A well-known landlord named Bhoomiya lived in that village. His work consisted 
of robbing wayfarers in the day and breaking into other people's houses at night. 
He ran a free kitchen in his house for travellers,in which meals were available 
all day long and the travellers could spend the night in the inn specially built 
for them. He had ordered everyone in the village, “Send the traveller who comes 
to the village, straight to my house. I will rob the house of the person who tries 
to disobey me.” Obeying his order, the villagers sent Guru Nanak to his house. 

That day Bhoomtya was at home. He prepared the meal and brought it to 
Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana. Before starting to eat the meal, Guru Nanak 
asked, "Brother, how do you earn your living?” In his opinion, it was a great 
benefaction to steal and give charity. Bhoomtya thought this to be a service to 
mankind, He had the belief that stolen wealth becomes legitimate by the blessing 
of others. He told Guru Nanak the truth about what he was doing. Guru Nanak 
said, “We cannot eat your meals unless you give us a promise to give up this 
evil work.” 

He said, "Stealing is my hereditary profession. I cannot give it up.” Guru 
Nanak said, "Do not leave stealing if you wish but agree to these three things; 
(1) Do not rob the poor. (2) Always speak the truth. (3) Do not deceive or steal 
from the person of whose salt you have tasted.” On his agreeing to the conditions, 
Guru Nanak accepted his meals. 

In accordance with the word given to Guru Nanak, Bhoomiya gave up 
breaking into the houses of the poor and stopped robbing the poor. One night, 
dressing himself elegantly and riding a horse, he went to his Raja's palace to 
steal. The watchman asked, “Who are you ?” Bhoomlya spoke the truth, “Thief.” 
The watchman took it as a joke and allowed him to move on. Bhoomiya went 
inside the palace and collected precious things. When he was ready to move, he 
saw a gold plate containing something. While lifting the plate,he tasted what it 
contained. That was salt. Leaving everything there, Bhoomlya returned home. 

The next day, the Raja observed that someone had tried to commit a theft. 
To find out the thief, he began beating up people. When Bhoomiya saw poor 
innocent people being beaten, he presented himself before the Raja and said, 
“I am your thief. Please punish me and leave the poor people ajone.” The Raja 
asked, “Why did you not take anything away ?" Bhoomiya narrated how Guru 
Nanak had made him believe that all his sins would be pardoned by acting upon 
his advice. 

The Raja said, “I am very pleased with you for speaking the truth. I have 
pardoned your sins. [ am ready to keep a truthful person like you as my minister." 

A truthful person is pardoned of his sins. 
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One Creator One Sustainer 


Guru Nanak reached Jagan Nath in Orissa. On the day of full moon,a fair 
was held at that place of worship and people could bathe in the sacred water. 
(At that holy place, an eighty-four feet high statue of Krishna called Jagan Nath 
is taken in a procession on a chariot every year). Brahmins had taught that 
whoever dies under the wheels of the chariot,will attain salvation. In those days, 
many destrous of salvation would give away their home and hearth and end their 
lives under the wheels. 

In the fair, Guru Nanak beheld a Brahmin who was sitting before an idol 
crosslegged,with eyes closed and rosary in his hand. Guru Nanak asked him, 
“O holy man, on whom are you meditating with closed eyes when the idol ts before 
you ?" He replied, “I behold the three worlds when I close my eyes. That is why 
I do it." Giving this reply, he again closed his eyes. Guru Nanak lifted the idol 
to whom people were offering money and placed it behind him. When the Brahmin 
opened his eyes he did not see the idol. He started raising hue and cry. 

Guru Nanak said, "O holy man, there is no need to cry. Close your eyes and 
see where your idol is, as you can see the three worlds on closing your eyes." 
The Brahmin said, "I was making my living with the help of the idol. When | 
close my eyes I see nothing, let alone the three worlds." Guru Nanak said, "It 
is your second mistake to think that the idol sustained you. It is God who provides 
for you. The idol can neither give you bread nor take it away. The worship of 
idols, bathing at holy places and other pretensions are of no use. Meditate upon 
only one God. God is the only true protection. Leave the false dependence on 
the idol”. The Brahmin said, "From where shall | eat if I do not tell lies ?” Guru 
Nanak said, “You were saying that you could behold three worlds on closing your 
eyes but don't you see the God who is the sustainer of all. He will give to you 
also. Please shun falsehood." 

The Brahmin acting upon Guru Nanak's advice, threw away the idol and 
began to sing praises of God. Those, who were witness to this happening began 
to place money before the Brahmin. Everyone who passed that way, offered 
something on seeing money lying before the Brahmin. In this way the Brahmin 
began to survive without the idol by singing the praises of the Lord. He came 
to understand that there is no need of false pretence. The sustainer who has 
created all, provides for them to eat. There is no use in following falsehood and 
worrying about false notions. 
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Kauda the Cannibal 


This is the happening of those days when Gum Nanak and Bhai Mardana 
were passing through a forest in Andhra Pradesh. The people who inhabited that 
Jungle in those days,were not doing any farming but lived by hunting wild animals 
and eating wild fruits. Instead of clothes they covered their bodies with animal 
skins. Bhai Mardana could not find anything to eat for two days tn that jungle. 
Tormented by hunger, Bhai Mardana said to Guru Nanak, “I cannot bear this 
hunger. Please do something about it. I am dying." Guru Nanak consoled him 
and said, “I am also with you. Have some patience. Let us move on. We shall 
reach some village. There you may eat to your fill.” Bhai Mardana said, "You stay 
here. I shall look for some fruit to eat.” Guru Nanak said, “This jungle is full 
of deceptions. Stay with me. You will lose your way if you go alone and face 
troubles. Some wild animal may catch you and eat you up.” 

Bhai Mardana paid no heed to the advice of Guru Nanak and went on to 
find something. While searching for something to eat, Bhai Mardana fell into the 
hands of Kauda. He tied Bhai Mardana up and made him stand still in his hut. 
This Kauda was a cannibal and if a child or a traveller who had lost his way 
fell tnto his hands, he used to fry and eat him. In the time of Guru Nanak, people 
living in the jungles sometimes became cannibals due to hunger. The man who 
has tasted human flesh once, develops a taste for it. Then cannibals like Kauda 
always seek human flesh. Guru Nanak had heard about this cannibal Kauda 
from others. When Bhai Mardana did not return for sometime, Guru Nanak 
started a search and reached Kauda’s hut. 

Guru Nanak saw that Bhai Mardana was tied up in the hut. Oil was being 
heated on one side. Kauda had gone to fetch more wood to heat the oil. When 
Bhai Mardana saw Guru Nanak, he was very pleased. His hunger for food 
vanished. He was convinced that Guru Nanak who had saved him from Kauda, 
would not let him die of hunger. Had Guru Nanak not arrived, Kauda would have 
eaten Bhai Mardana. 

When Kauda returned with the wood and saw Guru Nanak standing near 
the hut, the bundle of the wood fell from his hands and he ran to free Bhai 
Mardana. In a few moments the fire below the big pan was extinguished. The 
hot oil went cold. After untying Bhai Mardana, Kauda came to Guru Nanak and 
placed his head at his feet and said, “Please pardon me. | have committed a 
mistake.” Guru Nanak said, “We have travelled hundreds of miles to come to you 
and show you the way. We have come to rid you of this habit of cannibalism.” 
Hearing this, Kauda rose up and started to arrange the meals for Guru Nanak 
and Bhai Mardana. In no time, Kauda placed before them the food for which 
Bhai Mardana was dying. 
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Solar Eclipse 


Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana reached the holy place of Kurukshetra where 
the war of Mahabharat had been fought. That was the day of solar eclipse, so 
people had come in large numbers from far and near for a holy dip. On every 
side people were waiting for the eclipse to start. Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana 
chose an open place and sat there. No sooner had the eclipse begun than groups 
of beggars started asking for alms. The rich started to give charity to make 
amends for their sins. People started bathing in the river. This fallacy is in vogue 
that if anybody bathes and gives alms at the time of the eclipse, all his sins are 
washed away in the same way as dust is washed from the body with water. Those 
desirous of washing away their sins were heaping money on the hands of 
Brahmins even though they had not given a single paisa to the poor before. 

Guru Nanak was sitting and watching this show when Jagat Rai, the prince 
of Hanst state, placed a deer before him and requested, "Holy man, I have nothing 
for charity at this auspicious time except this deer which I hunted on my way. 
Please accept this." At Guru Nanak’s bidding, Bhai Mardana lit a fire and placed 
the deer on it to cook. 

When Brahmins saw the smoke, they came running to Guru Nanak and said, 
"No one can light a fire at this auspicious time. It is a great sin to light a fire. 
Nothing can be cooked. Only charity can be given at this time.” Nanu Brahmin 
said, "What have you placed in this pan to cook ?" Bhai Mardana said, "This is 
the meat of a deer.” Nanu was still more angry on hearing it. 

Guru Nanak told those who were raising a hue and cry, "It is not a sin to 
cook something to satisfy hungry stomach. It is a sin to rob innocent people by 
telling lies. Tell me how the sins of a sinner can be washed away by giving charity 
to sinners like you who do not know what meat is, Listen, all bodies consist of 
flesh. Flesh eats flesh. Flesh marries flesh and brings her home. All the relatives 
are flesh. When you realise the word of the Lord, you gain the knowledge of what 
meat is. These foolish vegetarians do not understand that vegetables are also 
meat. Woman is also flesh. Those who decry meat, make love to it at night. 
Children are also flesh which take shape out of the flesh of their parents. Grain, 
cotton etcetera are all flesh. If you give up eating and wearing all these then you 
have given up meat. Those from whom you accept charity, according to your 
reckoning, will go to hell for eating meat while you will go to hell for accepting 
charity from them." 

Hearing these words from Guru Nanak, all those who were raising a hue 
and cry became silent. Guru Nanak further told thein, "No god is under threat. 
Eclipse are caused by the movements of the planets. Nobody's sins are washed 
away by bathing in this water and giving charity to these Brahmins. Only 
remembering and keeping God in mind can wash away sins." 
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Death Eats up All 


During his second journey, Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana reached Sialkot 
city now in Pakistan. They saw that people were raising a hue and cry near a 
hermitage. On inquiry, they came to know that Pir Hamza Gaus was praying to 
God for the destruction of the whole city. He had made it known among the people 
that he would shut himself in his dome for forty days, observe a fast and would 
not see even the light of the Sun. After forty days of fasting, he would come out 
of the dome and the whole city would sink. 

Guru Nanak sent Bhai Mardana to him to persuade him to give up his 
obstinacy. The disciples of Pir Hamza Gaus did not allow Bhai Mardana to see 
him. Then Guru Nanak started singing a hymn and the dome cracked. Seeing 
the sunlight he came out of his dome enraged and said to Guru Nanak, "You 
have not done well. You have stopped me from destroying this city. This city is 
inhabited by liars. A rich man had promised me that if I got a son for him from 
God, he would leave him at my hermitage for my service. I fulfilled his wish. Now 
he has backed away from his word. Nobody pays any heed to me although | got 
him the son from God. All the city sympathises with him." 

Guru Nanak said, “We can test just now if any truthful person lives in the 
city or not." Guru Nanak gave Bhai Mardana two paisas and said, "Please bring 
one paisa worth of truth and one paisa worth of falsehood from the market.” Bhai 
Mardana went from one shop to another asking for one paisa worth of truth and 
one paise worth of falsehood. The shopkeepers thought Bhai Mardana was out 
of mind and bade him move on. Eventually he reached the shop of Mool Chand 
Khatri. He took the paisas and wrote on a paper “Life is falsehood and death 
is the truth.” 

Bhai Mardana came back with the paper. Guru Nanak showed the paper 
to Pir Hamza Gaus and said, “There are truthful persons in this city. To destroy 
them would have been a sin.” He said, “Holy man, they say but they do not act. 
You may also ascertain this for yourself.” Hearing this, Guru Nanak called Moo! 
Chand to the hermitage and said to him, “You have written that death fs the truth. 
If you believe it, then leave hearth and home and come here to serve Pir Hamza 
Gaus.” Mool Chand agreed to what Guru Nanak said. He handed over his home 
and belongings to his sons and presented himself for the service of Pir Hamza 
Gaus. The Pir was very pleased to see Mool Chand at his service. All his anger 
against the people of the city vanished. The people of the city also went away 
to their homes relieved. e 

Guru Nanak made Pir Hamza Gaus understand, “God is great. You should 
not resist him. It is the duty of holy men to accept His will. They should do good 
as far as possible. One should not even think of harming God's creation. 
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Truth is Supreme 


Taking Bhai Mardana along, Guru Nanak reached the high peaks of the 
Shivalik mountains where saints and yogis were passing their lives after 
renouncing the world. Those saints and yogis had a belief that the love for worldly 
objects will cease if one lives in an uninhabited area. By overcoming the desire 
to possess worldly material, one can overcome reincarnation. They called 
themselves celibate and did not get married. They also believed that after 
marriage, the wife entangles the husband in the net of worldly objects and his 
escape from it is impossible. 

It was difficult for everyone to reach those snow-clad mountains. There was 
always the danger of wild animals. The yogis were filled with wonder on seeing 
Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana. They questioned, "How have you come to us ? 
One can reach these hills only with the help of supernatural powers.” Guru Nanak 
replied, "We have reached here with the knowledge of the Truth." 

Among those yogis was Bharthari, a disciple of Gorakh, who had renounced 
his kingdom and adopted yoga. He did not grasp the meaning of what Guru 
Nanak said because as long as one does not adopt truth as one's way of life, 
how can one understand what the Truth is. He advised Guru Nanak, "You also 
pierce your ears like me and put on ear-rings, shave your head, discard your 
clothes, smear your body with ash and adopt Gorakh as your spiritual guide, 
then you will attain salvation." 

Guru Nanak replied, “You renounced your kingdom, left your home but have 
not been able to get rid of your ego for which you have done all this apparent 
display. You have not realised the Truth and have not understood it yet.” 
Bharthari offered a bowl of cannabis to Guru Nanak and said, “Nanak, drink 
it so that you may be free from hunger and thirst. Your mind’may concentrate 
and all the woes of the world be forgotten.” Guru Nanak replied, "One who trades 
in the Truth,does not require this drug. He is always intoxicated by the Name 
which destroys pains and sorrows of the world.” 

After Bharthari was satisfied, Sanghar Nath asked, "What were the means 
by which you got rid of lust ? In which way did you give up the love of worldly 
objects ? How did you master anger and why does pride not bother you ?” Guru 
Nanak replied, "When I gained the knowledge of Truth, I overcame lust. When 
I started singing the praises of God, love of worldly materials left me and my 
mind attained peace and anger vanished. The company of holy men made the 
greed to flee. The fear of death left me when I perceived the Lord always in my 
mind." 

Guru Nanak saw that the impurity of ego had not left the minds of the yogis 
though they had renounced the world and were tolerating the pains and 
hardships of the hills far away from human. How could yogis see the light of 
Truth away from the creation when God resides in it? 
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Sajjan the Robber 


Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana started from Pakpattan and reached the city 
" of Tulamba in Multan. By the side of the road, they saw a very big and beautiful 
house. Sajjan, whose real name was Sheikh, had constructed that inn for the 
comfort of the travellers. In that inn, everyone was given a room to pass night 
and free meals were served to one's fill. There was no discrimination, be the 
traveller a Hindu or a Muslim. In that inn, Sheikh had got constructed on one 
side,a temple for the Hindus to worship and on the other side a mosque, for the 
Muslims to pray. 

Sheikh used to dress like a saint during the day and engaged himself telling 
beads on his rosary. Seeing him thus, everyone who met him called him Sajjan— 
the virtuous man or friend. Sajjan had plenty of land which was tilled by 
labourers. He had adopted another means of income of which no one except his 
partners knew. He used to kill the travellers staying for the night, throw their 
bodies into a well and misappropriate their belongings. 

" Sajjan guessed that Guru Nanak was a wealthy man. He served Guru Nanak 
and Bhai Mardana very well. Guru Nanak could read what was in the mind of 
other people. Nothing could remain hidden from him. Guru Nanak read all his 
black deeds from his conversation with his companions. After dinner, Sa{jan 
requested Guru Nanak, “O holy man, come and sleep in comfort inside. The night 
has well advanced.” Guru Nanak said, “Sajjan, we shall sing a hymn in the praise 
of the Lord and then sleep.” Guru Nanak started the recitation of the hymn. 

When Sajjan heard the hymn and understood the meanings, he suspected 
that Guru Nanak had come to know his black deeds. That was why he was saying, 
“A utensil made from bronze looks bright outside but when it is rubbed it makes 
the fingers black. Even if it is washed, that bronze will not be free from blackness. 
Decorate empty houses outside as you wish but when they are demolished,they 
will be empty inside. Human bodies are like houses. The bodies devoid of virtues 
are of no avail. The white clad holy men who rob those gone astray, are like storks 
at places of pilgrimage,who eat frogs. They cannot be called devotees. A man's 
shrewdness, wisdom and service are useless unless he gives up bad deeds. To 
become virtuous, one needs the help of the Lord." 

When the recital of the hymn was finished, Sajjan fell at Guru Nanak's feet, 
At the bidding of Guru Nanak, he distributed all his accumulated wealth among 
the poor, began to earn his living truthfully and became a true Sajjan. 
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~ifent | Her ates, att feu fan wat ag at ehat Sai § ad Ga WA Ong amet Bae 
mre Grd fea Su & dor ur fest we wat war uel Het @ Ser oat, ganda 
at Gr at on famr, we Gus was Unt fa foe S ute 3 yet & we Us WH hos 
ae fea Att 

weit gaaets oS ay at fen agt few gat § id fae Qu fer ya @ Hein FF 
wfas Tel aet gasets 3 efrmt S us ST ha vs aaa Bet ay Ht § Ufemr, “wer 
© wows fee fig ter 3 Ht yRers ?” ag rtd Gas fer, “Hee es Gus da 
WH YRS Us| Que was fea Sa cant fast a fig set det at Ts or ot EHS 
Bet” fea ae Fe a TH 3 ag HS Us BUS HSS ats ag HS Cat font 
@ wat 2 Ha ws ats) AS ag At Hed Ye We Bet ford TE Tt Tat gaat 
3 Og wt S dost ast fa Gu We feu, »rué orGe ot we fee det farat da 
WE | Og tS dost yes aa SF rus WS aut ganeta § 2 fes1 
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God's House 


One day Bhai Mardana requested Guru Nanak, "I am accompanying you, 
ill fed and ill clad through the jungles, over the mountain tops and even in those 
places where nobody lives. In the Islamic faith Mecca is much pratsed. Please 
take me to Mecca for pilgrimage.” Agreeing to Bhai Mardana’s request, he started 
with him for Mecca. On the way they met some other pilgrims going to Mecca 
who started talking about various things. Guru Nanak said, “Bhai Mardana, if 
anyone goes on a pilgrimage it is essential that the conversation should be in 
praise of God. It is not right for pilgrims to go on talking of other superfluous 
things. If that happens the pilgrim does not attain anything.” 

Singing the praises of God they left the company of those pilgrims and arrived 
near Mecca where they dressed in the blue attire of-pilgrims and Guru Nanak 
took the book of his verses under his armpit. In this dress they entered the 
mosque of Mecca. They spent the whole day singing praises of God and went 
to sleep at night. Early in the morning, Jiwan, a Mullah (Islamic Teacher) from 
India was passing through the sleeping pilgrims. He caught sight of Guru Nanak's 
feet which were stretched towards the Kaba—the house of God. He was beside 
himself with rage when he saw it. He kicked Guru Nanak in the back and said, 
"Oyou infidel, don't you know that you have stretched your feet towards the house 
of God ?" Gury Nanak replied very politely, "Dear Mullah, I have made a mistake. 
I did not know that the house of God Is only on this side. Please turn my feet 
to the direction in which God does not live.” 

This added to the anger of Mullah Jiwan. He took hold of Guru Nanak's legs 
mercilessly and dragged them to the other side. Guru Nanak said, “Dear Mullah, 
is God's house not present on this side?” When Mullah Jiwan looked towards 
that side he beheld the ‘Kaba’ on that side too. To whatever side, Mullah Jiwan 
in his anger turned Guru Nanak's legs, he saw the ‘Kaba’ on that side too. Seeing 
this,he raised a hue and cry. All the pilgrims woke up. When word reached Rukan 
Din, the head qazi (Islamic Magistrate) of Mecca that a holy man from India had 
revealed God's house on all sides, he came to Guru Nanak. 

Qazi Rukan Din and Guru Nanak met each other as if they had been familiar 
with each other for centuries. In order to clear the doubts of others, Qazi Rukan 
Din asked Guru Nanak, "Who is superior in the court of the Lord—a Hindu or 
a Muslim ?" Guru Nanak replied, “Only good deeds are acceptable at His door. 
In Hts court there is no place either for a Hindu or a Muslim without good deeds.” 
Hearing this reply, the pilgrims put many more questions to Guru Nanak. Guru 
Nanak dispelled the doubts of all of them. When Guru Nanak started to proceed 
to Madina, Qazi Rukan Din requested him to leave some memento of his visit 
to Mecca. Guru Nanak acceded to the request and gave his worn out sandals 
to Qazi Rukan Din. 
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Ha was 


Og vt 1d ret woes fea fea fea oa fee UF fie & wes ay wat Yat 
Wen Ati Gre ns Gus fat viet fedor aes et ga neva Ht) fan um St Qa fiat 
ate de we Hee, On wit Gu va ats 8 Ser! Oud fen agi Bat § ua Sa as 
& wat fea HS wet S aa Te Aa! fla few Wea S mus wate $ Ufenr, “at 
38 fimrs yaaa oud oH fee de fart wn Hat otet 3 fant Arg UST ot S fam 
Ie?” One eae 8 fa, “fenet ust ag & ay } Gata” 

EA fea Aes Hee, exite 3 fea ays Hes dist fea Sag 8 va feae wet wa 
feu 3a fest! Gn dist & Ys fas fea atet & fifa afm fea Fevas eT Saar 
wruat wat § a a afee Sarr, “Hat at, Fo mat Viet 2 fifa we fer dat we 
Bete, Ga we & WET aH aa feor agat ms gag Fu T TE.” ut 3 Gas fear, 
“nud wa fee at det far aut, us Ae 33 fuse § ana fea wearfemr for Ht 
at Guat 2 ya few fila fitar afew fara Ht aus Ue & Cu fier oe B 1S Tat 
nate 81” ae wer § ysfent & vot few vet 2 fifent we usr ser St Gus 
webu! aust yer t yofent & pot fee fifa awe oe! 

ag tt 3 wa wens 2 vows § fav, “rue wend § wa GH S fa 35 
S yen feet woe ua!” wena He aes Gua wie at Grd Sfmr fa ag 
Ht fiet Sat sterdior fore ad HS) wen 3 wat Ioot ae feo, “sate at, fea 
Stadhat sos fan du Ghat ys?” ag at 3 Fas fea, “fea met wars ATS fee 
Ba web as)” wend 3 Ufenr, “sate, 33 oe feu stadhat ars AS fore 
W Hae Us?” ag at 3 Gas fea, “GA agi fae 33 os GEN aa & fedor att 
Us Wear)” 

fea ge & wens § wruet sweat & fares Sfewt! Ons faar, “AS HS set 
ane ays fiers 31 9S Gu ffir SS fan ave Aa fegt IS Ha ge wre wea 
werd oa d weil” ag Ht far, “ag, a as 3g ane Oe 5, fea fea fea 
We oH o wet 01 frost der Ga wer 2 ot Cus nee ots ater 2, Ou mers ATS 
fea ore ater 3) oat, WS, sat id oH Ta AS is Ge Sys Va at ofa west 
fen Has fea Z fedter oS wat de ocfenr Ht nd wat da wear! F mmu|t whit 
Su feo 2 fa fragt yofent @ vot fee fea fifa ur a eerfenr fara Ht, Ga fer 
fiat <t oe adt 8 & a Ha Sd oe fed wu mS YoH ae @ fedor ata us fas 
Wear? ot, 3a ors 3s ats UI 1S BEH BYE Weal md fragt ot was 3g saat 
at not fee xfer area)” seat Bt nia St at ye & Qu Us afer) Grd Ufemr, 
“H fae Qn nian FH we Haet ut?” ag At Sd fau, “A td TF yOH FT Se aT ws 
unut ors fead ats aa we adtet wet Sara ver SS” 
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Madness for Gold 


One day Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana reached a country which was ruled 
by a very cruel king named Karu. He had an urge to amass gold and silver. If 
he heard that one of his subjects had some gold or silver, he would ask for it 
and then take it away by force if his request failed. In this way, he had filled 
forty boxes with gold and silver. 

One day he asked his minister, "Does anyone in our country possess gold 
or silver about which we have not come to know ?" The minister said, "I shall 
inquire about it and let you know tomorrow.” 

On the next day, the minister sent a very beautiful slave girl to the market 
for sale. The sale price of that slave girl was fixed as one silver coin. A merchant's 
son went to his widowed mother and said, "Mother, if we buy this slave girl for 
a silyer coin, she will do all the house work and make life easy for you." The 
mother replied, “We do not have any silver coin in our house but when your father 
died, he was buried with a silver coin in his mouth. You dig the grave and take 
out that coin to buy the slave girl.” When the King came to know about the silver 
coins in the mouths of the dead, he had all the graves dug up and had the silver 
coins taken out. 

Guru Nanak went to his palace and said to the King's gatekeeper, “Convey 
our message to the King. two outsiders want to see him." When the King came 
to the door, he saw Guru Nanak counting pieces of broken earthen pots. The 
King asked in great wonder, "O holy man, what use are these pieces to you ?" 
Guru Nanak replied, "We are to take these to the next world.” The King said, 
“How can you take these pieces to the next world ?” Guru Nanak replied, "In the 
same way as the wealth collected by you by cruelty.” Hearing this, he realised 
his mistake. He said, "I have great love for gold and silver. Advise me so that 
my love for gold and silver goes away and I may embark on the path of God." 

Guru Nanak said, "O Karu, whatever you see with the eyes will be destroyed 
one day. The wealth which is spent in the name of God, goes along with you 
to the next world. Horses, forces and kingdom will remain here when death 
overtakes you. You came to this world alone and empty handed and shall leave 
this world empty handed. You have seen with your own eyes that the dead, who 
had been buried with one silver coin in their mouths could not take even that 
one coin with them. How will this wealth amassed with sins and cruelty, go with 
you ? However the sins and cruelty committed will surely go along with you and 
for committing those sins you will be thrown into the fire of hell.” 

Hearing about the fire of hell, he trembled more. He asked, "How can] escape 
that fire ?" Guru Nanak said, "Only if you shun cruelty henceforth and use the 
wealth which you have collected by your sins,to provide free meals for the poor.” 
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ve v. 
Gu USS BUT MAH 

fine SHS Sun rd 32, ag at aseve Bfus aus, fea Yet at Su a, os 
ace ott te ae! He afsg @ Sat § ust Sar fa Gu sate fan 3 Ha few whos 
wer feu Fit, mud ydte are afoa SF wos for At ai Qu feds 3 a afsa S aat 
we ae 1 ast 3 fore yorua, fen agt & aga fig 9 Uae we & we Ser aS Sa 
on Ht Gad mous ay yetet § ars four md ag Ht § wes Bet we fi! ntst 
Wa Gat Sher fa ag at dtasa aa ad He fra Gat S myst S Gaz Ati Gat 
2 dat Ae gee ot ores ust at Gat fee fis a act fa Ou ag At Uae we 
Hae | Gu fo 3 & fea vA Se dae Sa 1d ves Oat TH fea ues gy Ht Eat 
$ martenr, “Gu wea 8 ge re wet war ga adi, us Qu war ye 3 fare TE 
ons us Gus has & gs Hes TS” Gat ag Ht UA wruNt Te St worst Halt 
ma aact ae a wus ae wfss 8 Tei 

rit wes, ag at 3 feaas aes fs aunt Whoa & we ala | gee feos uaeTS 
Bula ners Sis 2 dat fea rena 2 at, “uae Was BU MAMA ra Gare 
Gao ois a 2e cfs fea =a” Ons feu ye & wys Ioet Tet ag ate we 
mus de ys afue sar, “sate ot, gat afis 3 fa Sut ware nd Sti were 
wo, ud ws dered 8 ot ws He use Ss He waa CH al gat feu yo afte 
1” ag Ht 3 ute Hee Ua § fav, “gos dota aes odt Oat 3 Hs Ma OS 
Asus sae we, Cat As ate fos 1 AS Set aus re vo, fen wet 7 Sut afier 
ot? ute Fes cis 3 faw, “Ae sa gH fer sdf fee, T mm afse Gua fas 
wats ad ost?” ag rtd faw, “fan Gus 3g wate Je S Ong WI ws 3a a 
F Gng fer Setar gt 39 feqt et uate J wear)” 

ag tS afve Gus, uta aes vis 3 ous Usa aS pos § ag eS 
We ott fare ata! Ae ufos @ Sat S us sor fa fie FT we xate 3 utes 2 
oad § St ware nid Sut waa ferGe wet 8 & wet Ht ot Gre us fee aga 
feds 3 fare) Sat oruet nit fea ne ay Suet WIE Ha! Tg at 3 ute @ ad 
& fora, “ntst te 1” we Ord vfat Hight ot ag at wd ute | Baar Qa feds fee 
dh 3 we) BS wr firs Gu fer uss mri ag at 3 Cag Str ura sos ora fer 
a8 wie! ead 2 du fee fea Saat & der ye ot sian Ser Ht ute @ oa 
3 Vion, “AG Set wera ws ss Te & wala or far 31 Ht fen aS fee va 
ae ag ag ure wer foo) 89 8S ure we ot fea aor ga for) HF Suer 
Suet da farnt nis fea H gate } eum yas Bet dost atst) sats 3 afse Gus 
aftet traihut mrad Shem far HF fea fen feds fee uqr ut is yas wr dor He Ua few 
21 yare oa St an 31” 
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Numerous Planets, Numerous Stars 


On his return from Egypt. Guru Nanak sat down to spend the night in an 
open place outside the city of Baghdad. When the people came to know that Guru 
Nanak, who had revealed spiritual power at Mecca, was sitting outside the city, 
they went to the qazi (Islamic Magistrate) of the city in a big group. The qazi 
reckoned that stoning such an infidel Hindu to death,would be a very pious deed. 
He took some of his disciples and went to kill Guru Nanak. 

Going ahead they found that Guru Nanak was singing hymn. Singing was 
in conflict with their prophet's teachings. However the melody of the hymns made 
them powerless to hit Guru Nanak with stones. They were stunned and began 
to look at each other's faces and the stones fell from their hands. Guru Nanak 
made them understand, “Music for singing praises of the Lord is not bad but 
that music ts bad, which forces the mind to behave like a devil." They asked for 
forgiveness and took Guru Nanak with them to the city. 

The next morning, after taking his bath, Guru Nanak recited Japji Sahib— 
one of the morning prayers. As he passed by Jalal Din, the pir (spiritual leader) 
of Baghdad heard the words—"There are numerous skies and nether regions.” 
He was filled with wonder on hearing It. 

At the end of the recital, he said, “O holy man, you said that there are 
numerous skies and numerous nether regions but our prophet has told us. that 
there are seven skies and seven worlds below. You are telling a lie." Guru Nanak 
said to Pir Jalal Din, "Your prophet is not wrong. He saw seven skies and seven 
worlds below. So he said that there are seven but I see an unlimited number 
of these so I speak accordingly.” Pir Jalal Din said, “As long as you do not show 
me, how can I believe you ?” Guru Nanak said, "Send anybody with me whom 
you can trust. | shall show him all these and then you will believe me." 

As asked by Guru Nanak, Pir Jalal Din got his son Jul Jalal ready to 
accompany Guru Nanak. When the people of the city came to know that Guru 
Nanak was to take the Pir's son to show him numerous skies and numerous 
nether regions, they assembled in a large number at his house. People wanted 
to see all this with their own eyes. Guru Nanak said to Jul Jalal, "Close your 
eyes.” When he closed his eyes, Guru Nanak and Jul Jalal vanished out of the 
crowd. After some time they returned. 

Guru Nanak brought him back after showing him numerous planets and 
stars. Jul Jalal had in his hand,a wooden bowl full of semolina pudding. He 
said, "I have been convinced of there being numerous skies and the worlds below. 
I have been putting in this bowl,small bits of semolina pudding from every place. 
When I got tired seeing the places, I requested Guru Nanak to return. I opened 
my eyes at the word of this Hindu Pir and found that I was standing among this 
gathering with the bowl of pudding in my hand. The pudding is still hot.” 
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Jarct ot fg atet 

Og Ht os wet Hees, Ha St Sat TF uM Ss Te awe ta fee ons naes, 

Le Rl lk I eat batty Shale al et emilee 

att, “ag at, aga fur sat 31 arfame Se at HF fat uit Har & ur|Nt ut met 1” 
ag tt far,‘ ‘art voefot, fea uret ot aga Sait 31 far wa fea fame wet 
aft fires fen wart Gua few waits after 3 frorer at wat dart 31 Gr wn wet 
Bar 31 orn wa 2 Bat § Gu umn fea ute set at wet adt Be fee) whee 
3g fea yert we & gan w we nS UM FSF Wet ut Be Be!” 

Og Ht wit orfarr 8 & wet Hoes Gx ust Cus vq far fa eat dort 
& vat wt Ga ua & Qu 3 eet duct wit um fees wet ute ot orfemr watt! 
wer aarat 3 foro, “fen oA St uret H mua ule wet Theor 31 FF wet Efrat 
$ ule feer foo st feo Ha wear!” eet Haws 3 far, “HY fear yea at AG far 
oe ater ust ool fe ule wet wet fe Hae TSI AS BE fa wet fle gre 
Bet 2 Si” zat aadt & dfs) wet neers ag at wn uss arfen) 

ag Ht 3 ret naerd § far, “Ong af fa sate $ doch ad der woten! F 
gy wer wt fear diem 3 Gu Sa a saat ote 31 wer fen few ot ua gerd! eet 
weer vat ect urat Gus vq famr nS wT a Ons eat aoct Gi agi afa feo" 
fae ag Ht 3 Sfror at zat dard 8 fat far, “g fea ins 3 2 fea wed toe 
fee for T1 A Gu wH aet Hast 3 st Ga 3g wet fag aot fuer fee, ya ys RS 
um sxe of at Sa 32” eet Heed 3 or & ag at G CS at Shr fas eet aot 
3 foro rt ag rt S foo, “wet noefanr, aaa A ager 3 AE set ase 31 Es, 
foes at! Ga vad wh aa” ret HeETS 3 Ue UA ata ot Qn @ dia fans 
8 fsas orfenr| aet veers 3 agave ST gag ats! 

urst Gus 86 zat dod St aug Ae wus wa Tus vet gi GAs Sf for 
Gre wet we four At! Quad wer T a Sfeor, ret Herat TS uret ut faut wt) Ore 
BAN & uret Gn ut ge flor Ht fe oet Hees 3 Uae A ata Ht! fen us zat 
ard § aga air orfenr) ag at oS aret Heed § was Bet Gnd fea Yor vas 
uvet Gus 3g fest) ag Ft 3 ota da ae a Uae Ga fea"! Qu vee ust Gur 
faqer Bat Sat ars or fw Ht for ag Ht 2 de er vr On few UR form, fren fous 
Qn ug fea nin ga ane Ger 91 eat aordt 3 We Uae gfamr Shor gt GAS 
ag Ft wn or &t mruet asst et yorst Hatt ag Ftd foro, “eat dodt, wer et 
fest eng & at dare, we wd Ga du Be, fre 3a WH wet & em da fem” 
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Pride Hath a Fall 


On their return journey from Mecca, Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana reached 
Hassan Abdal in the Attock district of Kandhar state at the place where Gurdwara 
Panja Sahib stands in grace. Bhai Mardana requested Guru Nanak, "I am very 
thirsty. May I go and get some water to drink from somebody ?" Guru Nanak 
told him, "There is a great shortage of water. Even if you ask, you may not get 
water from any house to quench your thirst. A fakir named Wali KandHari lives 
on this mountain. There is a spring of water at his place. He does not allow local 
people to take water even for drinking. Perhaps being a traveller, he may take 
pity on you and let you drink water from the spring.” 

Taking permission from Guru Nanak, Bhai Mardana climbed the hill on 
which Wali Kandhart had his hut. Reaching there, he sought permission from 
him to drink water from the spring. Wali Kandhari said, "I am keeping the water 
of this spring for myself to drink. If I allow others to take water from it, it will 
finish." Bhai Mardana said, “I am a stranger. I don't know of anyother place from 
where | may get water to drink. Please give me some water to quench my thirst." 
Wali Kandhart did not agree. Bhai Mardana came back to Guru Nanak. 

Guru Nanak said to Bhai Mardana, "Tell him that men of God should not 
be selfish. Whatever is given to them by God should be shared with others. God 
is pleased only this way." Bhai Mardana climbed the hill a second time and he 
told Wali Kandhari all that Guru Nanak had said. Wali Kandhari said in reply, 
"You are a Muslim and believer in Allah—God. Why are you roaming with an 
infidel ? If he has some power, why can't he get you water to drink ? What is 
the need to send you to me again and again ?” 

Bhai Mardana came back to Guru Nanak and told him what he had said. 
Guru Nanak said, “Bhai Mardana, whatever God does, He does it right. Rise, 
do not be broken-hearted. Remove that stone from its place." When Bhai Mardana 
moved that stone aside, pure water flowed out. Bhai Mardana thanked God. 

When Walt Kandhari sitting at the top of the hill,looked at his spring, he 
saw that its water had started ebbing out. He stood up and saw that Bhai 
Mardana was drinking water below. The water of his spring had come out at the 
place, from where Bhai Mardana had removed the stone. Wali Kandhari was 
greatly enraged at this. To kill both of them, he rolled a big stone down the hill. 
Guru Nanak put forward his right hand and stopped the stone. That stone was 
coming down the hill with such a force that Guru Nanak's hand sunk into It 
leaving the mark which can be seen up to this day. 

When Wali Kandhari saw the stone stopped, he came to Guru Nanak and 
asked forgiveness for his mistake. Guru Nanak said, "Wali Kandhari, one should 
not be proud of God's gifts. He can take them away at his will as He has taken 
away the spring of water from you.” 
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Wg ASAE 


fear san, faa Taes Orfanss) fee fea sate afier Ati Qu HET oS Sar 
@ mua wat duet it fae fea at fenrat wat & ge as! Ga wre ory § AT 
wae meeGer At fare ust (Vara) ret wet one 1 ag At S Tet HES 
3 fan, “ae aret neefonr, Ga ay HTS } firs rete fan $ Sat Vue set we 
Us md Gret adte aae ys” 

ag at ud oet noes Gre 83 VAI Gx fea 83 Pus aga sta Ht fre Set 
ter Sar Jai we ws Sat eset Gus wd Heres $ muh erst 2 2 oft 
wal ge a ad AS! Use Gus Sat Stir, “usa ws fea ug qoae far 
nmyet Yo Sot feurGer! Hed Hed, Gu wus Sd 2 fess fea gs fers Ft wus 
and vied ufour ater 3, fre fat 2 orGe vt Cate few 321” ag at 3 eset 
Gus wa fees. § faur, “nies a a wy yoae 3 AST Ada 2 fa ug & zate 
fise wre a5” Hevea 3 Og Ht et Hse nies A a Ag HOSE } 2 fea nts 
Ry ae 8 heres § fas, “ws Sat xattat $ afa @ fa nia @ fea Gu AG aot 
fires nas 1 P nta arue ust uaa § fewer 31 ag S fese wet or ES” ReeTS 
3 eum ot & ag Ft S OR sgt eh fe 

Og. rt 3 ret nsed § faa, “A ag wvae § ust eons S2 de ot Qa fen 
$ ae an fea aaa Ger fea ne One wis us fa Ga $ var wane Be Ger 
OI" ag at ns TSA Heer Gn sis fe was faaw wre | SUA Gs Fe Tet HITS 
& fara 33 Gus aet St Qu S Shem fa Sat oun fee oa ad ASI We-aeret 
a oot Ht ag yoce 3 fava gs rue ust oT Gaia fee fees wo Ae fd oe 
FS | 3a Ch Haree HOM T aet Ht Hevea wn faust Soret wae ST arent AS 
Qu na saret fea fea en Gus Febat ar ait As 33 F Sun We Salt yu 
fee ast aafent af aa He fa fea ay HSS St yor Ht fea fea wist st! 

grt Hea, fea Soe Ger Ser sate ag at wa orfent oS agate west Que 
fa fr | ag At 3 Uferr, “33 ore aus fetus ae us? 3 fea Horfaot we OH 
fa wer fomr 37-3 Sarr fag fer F 23g st ore wana Se or Ger Ht Sat 
at a ga Gur age ati fea sa at ws 3?” Gud Fas fos, “Ga ne wis Ht, 
frase Ht afeor Stent wt AS yore aa SS NS ow GH Ba Gus vs TH om F 
Be orfenr ot” 

Qret dost yes aa a ag Ft 1S Tet HEE Gus Bw Fs or TE Bet we 
woltet @ vans age Bet afud 2 Sat Cn 3 3 Une Sali fea fea ufsst fan 33 
Gus, afus 2 Sat wis & WH UGE du a ae Hs, A Pa He nT ferGe ws 
mg S VIS Tas Wd ASI 
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Eternally Married 


There lived a hermit called Shau Suhagan at Dinga Nagar in the district of 
Gujrat now in Pakistan. He always dressed in red clothes like those of a newly 
married bride. He wanted people to think of him as married to God who fs alive 
forever. Guru Nanak said to Bhai Mardana, “Come, Bhai Mardana, let us go and 
meet that Shau Suhagan whom people go to see and praise a lot.” 

Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana reached his hermitage. On that day, there 
was a big gathering of people at his hermitage as if there was a fair. The people 
coming to the place handed over their offerings to the attendant standing at the 
door and moved on. On being asked the people said, “On the day of full moon, 
Shau Suhagan does not reveal his face to anybody. Early in the moming he 
spreads flowers in his courtyard and retires to his room as if he is waiting for 
somebody to pay him a visit." 

Guru Nanak said to the attendant standing at the door, “Go in and convey 
our message to Shau Suhagan that two fakirs have come to see you." The 
attendant conveyed the message of Guru Nanak to him. Shau Suhagan said to 
the attendant, “Go and tell them that I cannot see them today. I am to see God, 
my husband today. They can come tomorrow to see me.” The attendant came 
back and spoke accordingly. 

Guru Nanak said to Bhai Mardana, “Had Shau Suhagan beheld the Lord, 
he would see Him in His creation. These are all pretences that God comes to 
visit him.” Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana came away from the hermitage. On 
their return, Bhai Mardana looked at the hermitage. He saw that people were 
fighting among themselves. That fight was a free for all. The flowers which Shau 
Suhagan had spread to welcome his husband, lay trampled upon. The decoration 
of the hermitage had disappeared. The offerings left with the attendant were being 
thrown at each other in the fight. People going away from the hermitage were 
saying, "Shau Suhagan was a liar. It was a fraud that God visits him." 

The next morning, a Jame fakir came to Guru Nanak and fell at his feet. 
Guru Nanak asked, "Shau Suhagan, where are your red clothes ? Why are you 
dressed as a beggar ? Why are you limping ? God used to come to visit you. People 
were praising you. What happened to you ?” He replied, “That was a fraud, I had 
created. Please forgive me. My lord, please come to the hermitage. I have come 
to take you.” 

At his humble request, Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana went with him. The 
people of the city began assembling at his hermitage to see the newly arrived 
fakirs, On that day people were coming to have a sight of the true guide, in the 
place which only the previous day they had left in anger at discovering they had 
been deceived. 
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Wad oT HoH 


Og rt Wa SF eum wre 2 aus fee Su mre wa fa fae was was us 
HS" aes Shut faordbat ag fat Ati was 3 THe aes ST ufvst ag rt Moree 
wet ws we UA, frat $ Ga rue fies & user yous wy ae Aa! On fos 
2B Bat $ OB F we aes Bet ag Ht 3 BEE OM Uhr fa was wes FT 
aes wet or for 31 Sait wt Ga He ove AS ae te Bea) EST SETH Tea! 
fea na ay ort J der aes SS S UNE Tea 

a fea or fart AS wad Maree Ua fer usret 3 area S cad Bet Fat 
Bat fawrdt ot atat oot At ue ay Haet cow ugqe set OA 2 a faoe ASI USS 
& fimrs Ht fa ae uge as Gat et waod ce weait!) was Ut fits det! AT 
87 3 fea tg & ufos § Sfenr ms uo-Hedat atsbut | Gat § Jae ear aet ad 
At adam & fle fava vee, ferghat aS F3 wd, Cot ns | Gai 3 wet wer 
feo | whet 3 fed ag & BA Bet ore une set data S festa ag At Ss 
wet Hoes § St Get wer S ove une wet fas fer far 

Og ute aches fea Ge F ufusi wea Set F ga Ha Ogi wT GS wee SH 
Ht, ae Got @ fiend gt 2 rare age a3 ae, Oat 2 us ge ae md Cat F 
Fad oer Une Bet S fest for ag rt 3 Geb $ TS Su 2 fea wee Coon, 
fan ans Gat $ wit first mS Oat der fe ae fest! Gat $ fara a far far Qu 
vara $ gs o@ AS fan oes Cai wr fea get WS T foo At! fagi Hast S HS 
aan, fue ufenr afenr at, nfsst few Afsnt Gus foubut ws; Cat S fire, eradtt 
ae We ae, Ga mits Gus fo & dabot ger adhat Ha! Got at Hess Gat ct 
Sat we oet Ht A Got ufvat uaror § ae ats dev ot Cat § feu aw fea ar 
Quer der) when & iu fee Gat wea % fers fea Ht! 

wag & Hads vie wa 8 was § Shim fa fae ag aoa @ BEE UqE aH AS 
det ata T ae wa wae 3 oS mit a Fehrs F Sf 1d Vo ae fe fa 
ag waa } es fear wei ag at 3 far, “arena, # fede wae al FT AaeT! 
FI are fegt wea Gebut S Sar we sth wetar” ag Ate afse Qua wa 
tet § ea fee fame was d wn a fac, “ata, av Ja Nat 81” ag at 3 aa 
fes, “fea yer wr fest aga as 31 Ag Gre fer ute us! wen Gre ot eee 
Svs Hoe wt He Be as | Het ure Tt afer 31 fras 33 wt Hater, Co 
tg ot dear!” vita ws 3 was § fav, “arena, satat § fear aut ater, Oat 
uri’ Yfapr ater 91” 
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Barbarity of Babar 


On his way back from Mecca, Guru Nanak had seen at Kabul, how Babar 
‘was making preparations to attack India. Before the invasion of Babar, Guru 
Nanak reached Aimanabad. There he stayed with Bhai Lalo whom he had 
appointed the first teacher of his mission. To tell the people of the city about 
the coming invasion, he recited a hymn—“Babar is coming from Kabul for the 
attack. He will take away everything from the people by force. There will be a 
bloodshed on a large scale. This will all happen before the Creator of this world.” 

The day came when Babar reached Aimanabad. The rulers had made no 
military preparations to face Babar but paid some Mullahs (Islamic Teachers) 
to read verses from the holy Koran (Islamic Religious Book), Babar was the victor. 
The victorious army looted the city as they pleased. Nobody was there to stop 
them. After a general massacre all the men, women and children who escaped 
death, were taken prisoners. The invaders gathered them all together and gave 
them handmills to grind flour for the army. Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana were 
also taken prisoners and put on the job of grinding flour. 

All the prisoners were weeping when Guru Nanak entered the prison camp. 
It was natural for them to cry because their near and dear ones had been killed 
before their eyes, their houses had been plundered and they were being forced 
to grind flour. On seeing the prisoners crying, Guru Nanak recited a hymn which 
gave them peace and stopped them crying. They realised that it was because 
they had forgotten God that they were in this sad plight. Those women who had 
once lovely hair, fully decoracted as symbol of being married and who used to 
sit on sofas in palaces, had their hair shorn with sickles and were made to sit 
on the ground, grinding flour. Their beauty had become their enemy. Had they 
Temembered God, the Master before, they would not have had te see that bad 
day. They had forgotten the Lord in their love for worldly possessions. 

Babar's general, Mir Khan reported to Babar how all the prisoners had 
become quiet and contented on hearing Guru Nanak recite his hymn. Babar 
visited the prison and saw with his own eyes and ordered that Guru Nanak be 
released. Guru Nanak said, “O king, I cannot go outside alone, I shall only go 
if all these prisoners are released along with me.” All the prisoners were released 
at Guru Nanak’'s insistence. 

Babar was pleased with Guru Nanak and said, “Fakir, ask for anything 
more.” Guru Nanak replied, "God who sustains all has given me enough. All kings 
are due to his grace. One who depends upon other men is always a loser. Anyone 
who begs from you is ignorant.” Mir Khan said to Babar, “O king, it is not for 
us to give to fakirs. We are the ones who should ask from them." 
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avat Que fuse 

fea fea ag At us Tet Hees’, Shorts Stursus, fay fiizanst 3 fea fils we 
dts sus O far Atos oS Je Set Ahi Tet HESS 3 Ag at vidi Bast att, “A 
amy ofan Se oth fa g Ue Sut Fg ws aes Bet det at S Sa ats at 
te geo st vd A sgt was Aas fea ot ws Gera BS” ag At 3 far, “at 
voefomr, AT ue a du 81” get need J orfame S a fiz 3 Bai F ufenr, Gad 
far 8 afoe a at ot fest wa fea afs & atu aa Fes, “SS fig Je st Get fig 
at 2 2, at Se yners de ot aet yRones dy we us fea fig xs EAT RENTS, 
feqt $ we fea ae ad 2” we Hees" Sun Yfsor oe foo Ht fa Grret fara fils 
ZF wos fea got Se ot far fee eter war foo FT! 

Og at ors set noes: Qa Yat wn UT Gx voit fea fea dust after Ati Gag 
wa Semi 3 ua gait, Te ot Sta Te Ser AMS S ws wos ae fea Ht Gus He 
ms AM ot wer Gut gat fea ot Gre we =S 2 ate nS fea wet & wa aa 
@ Qn wet du we! ag tt S vai vies wHS de Su & Ga duet 3 far, “Ae uA 
or orGen Hd wt vd ddl H dust ot Aet ehest gos Sa wat” ag at S a 
aust & afue ot aet yers ot atst! Sat = vied vs TE! Sai =z file fire wet 
yoear st nies Su for 

ag tt 3 aust § ys wit Su & fea wae Gator frnet Gas Aue D aet “Ae 
uaa fens We Sis dat T Aer TI ws Gait Te we Hale fea thrdbet ter 
3 Are Ts Hele S Se ws wet Ter 3 fata fea wos sae wes as ms 
Pu fee a5 fegt shed & feorn, ns 3 GA ws Hae 3 fans da, de, whet orf 
fesbut ua dts Aer wet fest 31 Het aes TF fast wate Gat F Are 1” re ws 
@ yaw va T fam fa Ga ver dat Ht Ga Go 2 fe fer aS TS Tet Ba a 
at ot ffir weer fort Hed ag Ht feHas den we Sai st Qu as Fo sf! 
wa Gus fers aus fire Gnd Sar fa fae Ong aet whet aot 

Og vt us oet used F Qa ait feu far & mus wa vier far) One us 
=S Gn} yor fore Su & ays Ios G21 Bq Uferr, “SS fan 3 da ata 3?” 
Qnd Sze fear, “Het veit fee & wate 8S Us Gat Ag sta ata 31” fea He 
we 2S satet 3 Sue go ues we etomt 3 fils file wer fls ot Gn vat Ye gs 
funn | fils =ferut we zatet § Cf at ovat os eat Js Ut for Hatt ag At 
3 foo, “Ft gat Gus ot ute Setar A gat fen fils few fea natn weCat ATS fa 
oot v3 ae rae” fils efemt fea ve ferris 
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Cured the Leper 


One day Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana reached a village in Tehsil Dipalpur 
pf Montgomery district which is now in Pakistan. It was raining and night was 
approaching. Bhai Mardana requested Guru Nanak, “If you permit, I may go and 
ask if somebody agrees to give us shelter for the night. Had it not been raining, 
we would have spent the night in the jungle as usual.” 

Guru Nanak said, "Bhai Mardana, you may go and ask.” Taking leave Bha. 
Mardana asked the people of the village. Nobody gave them shelter. Everyone 
refused with this argument, "Had both of you been Hindus, some Hindu would 
have kept you or if both of you were Muslims, a Muslim would have given 
you a place to stay but who will keep one Hindu and one Muslim in his house ?" 

Bhai Mardana was coming back when his eyes caught sight of a hut outside 
the village in which a lamp was burning. Guru Nanak and Bhai Mardana reached 
that hut. A leper was living in that hut. He had been turned out of his house 
by his people, because they thought he was suffering from an incurable and 
infectious disease. The people from his house would give him meals in his hut 
arid filled a pitcher of water in the hut for him to drink. 

Seeing Guru Nanak enter his hut the leper sald, "Do not come near me. Keep 
away from me. I am a leper. You will be infected by my disease." Guru Nanak 
paid no heed to that. He entered the hut. Bhai Mardana followed him inside. 
Seeing the leper in great distress, Guru Nanak recited a hymn which the leper 
understood. 

"When God is forgotten, the mind becomes sick. When the mind ts sick, 
diseases take root in the body. A man cries due to the sickness of the body 
hecause it can be seen and it gives discomfort and pain. The cure for these 
diseases is to attune the mind to God who has given hands, feet and all the parts 
of our body. The body had been given for service. Without service the body 
becomes diseased.” 

The illusion was lifted from leper’s mind that his disease was incurable. He 
got up and sat down. He kept listening to Guru Nanak's teachings well into the 
night. When Guru Nanak went for his bath in the morning, he walked along with 
him. After taking a bath he felt that he had no disease. Leaving Guru Nanak 
and Bhai Mardana in his hut, he went to his house. The people at home wondered 
on seeing him walking. They asked, “Who had cured you ?" He replied, "Two fakirs 
who are sitting in my hut." Hearing thts, the people of his house set out to look 
for the fakirs. The whole village followed them. When the villagers saw the fakirs, 
they asked forgiveness for the happening of the night before. Guru Nanak said, 
“I shall be pleased only if you construct an inn in the village where travellers 
may spend the night." The villagers agreed to it. 
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Ast AS meet 

Og tS ae Hae we St ae se St Sot eat § USS AST Wee & EH 
OE see Age mio) fer Het wet, ag at 3 wrud fit S nat fF gow ys 
was Bet fa Sat ars det the Sat Theor, org fut F ust Cae fut fea Gar 
SS Usa St Ha! Hfont fier FSS ag ATS Tet Bfse G fer Het S Ga Mfr, 
frat § ag Ft S over niet wet Ft frit St erase Fu fests 

7 WSUS, 1539 Bt. 3 Og AS fedot det Hors } Sfior fa Gat & vara we 
mise Te wt Aut or fapne Ht fant filet ag rfore § Gat et BAT gu ABET! a 
rire (set Bier) ws Cat fee aet nize adi fen agi | WaT se a ag Baa US 
at fea wes 8 & Be ae! ay ate Fat Fs MTGE UT HaE Ha TETTIUS fee 25 
ore! Gat ot we fit Herat avs ae formers ag ate fife fre fg ws, CS yRES 
Sno! ag at oot o act fig ATS o aet HENS, We Qn fea ea @ iter 
ats 38 ual fen aaa wien set Cai % fea Her ana ferQe ear org Hser 
ugat Ht Gat fee ag ate fresa note Gus sfon ug 3 at! fee afore Sat, “omit 
Og te ads & anae aaa 31” Es UH yRErS afo|e Sat, “Tg At WS ule Fa! 
ont fet & Hate § mruet dst ars wes wast 3d On Gus aus weet 31” 

Og tS Fat AS MGs Pus S Go varer 2 fam, far § HoH aes Bet Gat 
mus Wa Aes Bar fer Ati aa SS fast far SHS Gus adi wa Usa fa was 
fea #3 ag at & wana set orfen | Ga 3 vas aes Sfant 3 Hos fest, “Tit 
ufos fen weg 2 ES Su Sz, ag at et Hate BS dwt oat! Set dts Sue F fast 
ut omum fee vast WT od 31” font 3 Aa Ut Rew Hs & Wea Ya of Shim ot 
oy gs ut AS oS Su a sar aes SS Mu as TEI Ge Ft & Hote frus UA Sat 
& der fen wt Gat fea eum mr far Ati 

Fars aes SS float oS yest 3 ge vt oft ag we wa Qu ures fraat 
ag rt a3 awe ws, Ong ot @ cafsut fea Ss for | orué wen @ dtst-foeat 
ot yest wet, Sat ag ate gat os wee Shai St Sahat wr wet felt 3 niet 
wea ms ot gat w nus sera gHG ARATE aa fest a Pus fea mia wer 
fests prorat 3 oud fii Ht wes wd Is ee F TS Ss FS Hs Bet fest Sat 
3 Gat uast $ fea uner ag aa feo" fan S ag Ad HAT ats AT UM § feo 
voge out Ht aet et uret Sat § éq a B fer! On Mra nS aus & fara Ja 
HOH we fs! 
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Merger in God 


When Guru Nanak was seventy, he thought it important to continue the task 
of showing people the way out of darkness. For this service, Guru Nanak tested 
some of his Sikhs, including his sons, so that his followers would not feel that 
they had been deceived. Out of his followers Guru Nanak considered Bhai Lehna 
to be most suitable. Guru Nanak renamed him Angad—part of his own body and 
handed over to him the leadership of Sikhs. 

On the seventh September 1539 A.D., Guru Nanak told the congregation 
that the time had come for him to merge in God. All Sikhs should consider Guru 
Angad his successor. “There is no difference between me and Guru Angad." Giving 
this message to the congregation, Guru Nanak lay down and covered himself with 
a sheet. The news that Guru Nanak had merged with God, spread all over the 
city of Kartarpur. His house was filled with Sikhs. Guru Nanak's Sikhs were not 
only Hindus but also Muslims. For Guru Nanak, no one was a Hindu or a Muslim. 
All were the creation of one God. As such it was essential for all to consider him 
a guide who showed the true path. A debate started among them for the dead 
body of Guru Nanak. Hindus said, "We shall cremate the body of Guru Nanak." 
On the other hand Muslims said, "Guru Nanak was our spiritual guide. We shall 
bury his body according to our custom and construct a tomb over it." 

So, when Guru Nanak passed away, there arose a conflict of the very type 
which he had devoted his life to ending. Neither party had come to any conclusion, 
when a saint came from outside for Guru Nanak’s audience. He advised those 
who were quarreling, “Please first see below this sheet whether Guru Nanak's 
body is here or not. You are fighting among yourselves without even seeing the 
body.” Listening to the advice of the saint, they lifted the sheet and found some 
flowers lying there. Those who were quarrelling, fell silent on seeing the flowers. 
The body of Guru Nanak had merged with the five elements from which it had 
been created. 

The quarrelling Hindus and Muslims divided the flowers in halves and tore 
the sheet that Guru Nanak had covered himself with,in two pieces. To carry on 
the traditions and customs of their respective faiths, the Hindus cremated the 
flowers and the sheet. They also constructed a monumental stone over it to 
worship, The Muslims buried the flowers and the sheet and erected a tomb on 
the bank of the river Ravi near the Hindu monumental stone. Both began to 
worship the stones, a practice which Guru Nanak had urged them to abandon. 
God did not want it that way. The water of the river Ravi washed both of these 
away. All traces of the monument and the tomb have disappeared. 
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